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OUR VISION STATEMENT 
We strive to be a church 
that welcomes all and 
empowers all in Christ to 
share their God-given 
talents.  
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a community of 
inclusive love that has no 
walls or barriers, where all 
who enter are loved, 
respected, and accepted for 
who they are, reaching 
beyond social class, 
gender, race and sexual 
orientation, welcoming all 
into our circle of love. We 
are a community of growth 
and transformation that is 
not content with the status 
quo but a community filled 
with the love and 
compassion of Christ, and 
an overwhelming desire to 
share that love. We are a 
community committed to 
not only praying together, 
on Sunday mornings, but 
putting our faith into action 
daily.  
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The              

Liz Garrigan-Byerley 

and Trunkful of Items for 

the Foster Closet 

Report from Susan V. 
Thank You to FCC Hanover for enabling me to attend the Church Office 

Professionals conference this year. The conference experience was truly re-

freshing, informative and enlightening. I felt comfortable and learned many 

useful things.  

Rev. Liz Garrigan-Byerly, the Executive for Area Conference Ministry for the 

Southern New England Conference of the UCC, was the featured speaker. 

Our theme this year was “Healthy Me, Healthy We: Boundaries and Self-

Care in a Troubled World.” We learned why boundaries are important; 

professionally, personally, and emotionally. At the end of the conference, 

Rev. Garrigan-Byerly  led us in a very moving worship service.  

Each year we have an outreach mission for a local non-profit. This year we 

chose to collect clothes and fleece blankets for the Cape Cod Foster Closet. 

We decided to give our offering collection of $440 to the Foster Closet. 

Meeting with others in this unique profession, sharing concerns, getting 

new ideas. and having some laughs, make this conference well worthwhile. 

~ Susan Vetterlein 
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Vacation Bible Camp Wish List 

Vacation Bible Camp will soon be here! Check 

out our Wish List of needed items in the 

vestry. Simply select a fish with the item you'd 

like to donate and sign your name next the 

item selected. Drop off the donated items to 

the box in the vestry by Sunday, July 26.  

 

The CE Committee and staff of VBC truly 

appreciate your generosity and willingness to 

help in this way! 

Sharing Is Caring 

I just shared the FCC Hanover post on Vacation 

Bible Camp. It was posted a couple of days ago 

and I was the 4th person to share it. There are 

families in Hanover and the surrounding commu-

nities that may check us out. Families will come 

when they are ready, maybe because they saw 

posts about the great things we are doing, or 

perhaps someone else recommended our church 

after seeing some posts. 

 What to do to get the word out: 

Join the “First Congregational Church of Hano-

ver” group. You can click Group, Search for the 

group and click “join” or go to http://

www.facebook.com/

FirstCongregationalChurchHanover 

Check the Group for postings you would like to 

share and share them to all of your friends. 

Vacation Bible Camp 

August 17-20 
 

Our CE Committee and volunteer staff are busy 

planning an exciting Mission Deep Sea Vacation 

Bible Camp! Join our staff and kids as we actively 

follow Moses to the shores of the Red Sea while 

escaping Pharaoh and his soldiers. Yikes!  

Even when Jonah disobeys God and is swallowed 

by a big fish, we'll learn that God's love is deep 

and patient. (Now that's a good message for us all 

to remember.) And talk about fish?? We'll hear 

how God can turn small offerings, like two little 

fish, into great blessings when we trust him.  

We'll sing and dance to songs of how God's love is 

deep and high and wide! There will be a boatload 

of fun activities! We'll top it all off with a whale of a 

good time on our last day of camp when kids en-

joy a Camp Fun Day. Of course, water games are 

included!  

Tell your children and grandchildren. Spread the 

word to your families and tell your neighbors (extra 

flyers in vestry); share on your Facebook accounts. 

 Be sure to sign up in the vestry to be a helping 

hand because you won't want to miss our church's 

Mission Deep Sea Vacation Bible Camp! 

 

Reach out to Janet Cook with questions at  

jcookie4@hotmail.com  

 

Outdoor Services Coming 

in July and August 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchHanover
http://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchHanover
http://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchHanover
mailto:jcookie4@hotmail.com
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Pan-Mass Bike Ride  
to Benefit Dana Faber 

John Matson will be riding in his 18th Pan-

Mass Challenge on Aug 1 and 2.  This 168 

mile bike ride is the largest fundraiser for  

Dana Farber Cancer Institute and this year 

aims to raise $79 million. John's goal is to 

raise $7,000.  

One hundred percent of rider-raised funds 

goes directly to Dana Farber to continue their 

work on improving treatments, extending life 

and in some cases, curing cancer.  

  

To donate, go to:  donate.pmc.org/jm0043 

or mail a check made out to "Pan Mass  
Challenge" to John Matson, 4 Topping Ave,  
Rockland, MA  02370 
Thank you! 

News from The Cabinet 
In April many members of our congregation at-

tended Rev. Doug Bixby's seminar entitled 

“Governance & Decision Making.”  The focus 

included simplifying church structure, streamlin-

ing decision-making, and improving communi-

cation.  It was an insightful event, with many 

inspiring ideas for our church. 

At its June 15th meeting, the Cabinet spent 

some time discussing what initial steps to take 

toward making use of these ideas. As a result 

of that discussion, the Cabinet voted unani-

mously to create a small task force charged 

with meeting during this summer to formulate a 

plan of how best to integrate some of these 

new ideas. The goal of this task force will be to 

present this plan to the Congregation in the fall 

for our consideration. 

If you have questions or would like more infor-

mation about this endeavor, please feel free to 

contact Rev. Peter, Vice Moderator Ken Cheo, 

or Moderator Ava Sigsby. 

Keeping Up Appearances 

We’ve had a busy time here at the church! The 

steeplejack removed the broken bell wheel. 

The bell was lifted off the trunnions, inspected, 

and the lubrication checked. (See picture right.) 

The emergency battery and relay were 

changed during a pre-inspection. The State 

Elevator Inspection was completed and the  

certificate issued. 

At the parsonage the small canopy over the 

front door needed attention. I renailed a few 

pieces of trim that had come loose. The front 

door area needs to be scraped, primed and 

painted. 

~ Dean Larson 
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The Spire 
First Congregational Church of Hanover 
An Open & Affirming Congregation of the 
United Church of Christ 
17 Silver St., Suite 201 
Hanover, MA 02339 

Enjoy the Summer rest! 

Worship Service every Sunday at 9:30 

AA Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday evening  

Thrift Shop Wednesday and Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm 

 

  


