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OUR VISION STATEMENT
We strive to be a church that
welcomes all and empowers
all in Christ to share their Godgiven talents.
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community of
inclusive love that has no walls
or barriers, where all who
enter are loved, respected,
and accepted for who they
are, reaching beyond social
class, gender, race and sexual
orientation, welcoming all into
our circle of love. We are a
community of growth and
transformation that is not
content with the status quo
but a community filled with
the love and compassion of
Christ, and an overwhelming
desire to share that love. We
are a community committed to
not only praying together, on
Sunday mornings, but putting
our faith into action daily.

Turn, Turn, Turn
“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under
heaven” -Ecclesiastes 3:1
Last week, I found myself staring at my desk calendar in some amount of
disbelief. For I had turned my desk calendar page from August to
September, and I saw writing in many of the boxes, unlike in the months
of July and August which said “church” on Sundays and that was about
it. So many things are in store for September!
Many exciting things, including the return of our programs which have
been on hiatus, and the addition of new staff (and the return of the Spire
newsletter) are happening at church.
We miss you! It is a great pleasure to worship together in person, and we
are blessed to have a beautiful sanctuary in which to gather. And, we are
blessed to have the technology to record our worship for those who
aren’t physically in our midst. If you are one of those folks who tunes in
from home, but could come back to church, consider this:
Here are some things you can’t do from home: Feel the music, greet your
neighbors, partake of communion, smell the flowers, converse at coffee
hour, hold “parking lot” conversations, ask the minister a question, offer
joys and concerns, place your offering in the plate, hear our children’s
laughter.
The fall season holds many great and exciting things for our ministry. I
look forward to seeing you all!
Faithfully,

Rev. Peter Johnston
Senior Pastor

Welcome, Elsa!

Elsa Marshall, Minister of Faith Formation, arrives in September. Elsa has been involved in Christian Education and Youth Ministry for over thirty years in the local
church, Conference, and National settings of the United Church of Christ. Besides
teaching and mentoring our children, Elsa will work with the Christian Education
Committee to envision the future of our children’s and youth ministries.
We continue our search for a new Director of Youth Ministries and a new Facilities
Manager.

Teaching Parish Launched

This fall, FCCH is starting a new ministry called the Teaching Parish. We welcome Lori Bruni to the church as our first (in a long time) Field Education Student. During her 400 hour internship Lori will engage in hands-on learning
about the work of churches and pastors. Lori teaches full-time at a Montessori
school, and is completing her Master of Divinity Degree through Chicago Theological Seminary. Ava Sigsby and Dennis Falcione will serve on the Teaching
Parish Committee. This program is funded for the first year by the Pilgrim Association.

Fall Programming Resumes

Youth Groups - While we search for a new youth director, members of the Christian Education Committee will lead our middle school and senior high youth groups. Middle school meets about one Sunday
per month after church, and Sr. High meets on Sunday Evenings. We are blessed to have such dedicated and caring committee members.

Choir - begins its regular rehearsals at 8:30 a.m. on Sundays, under the direction of Chad Weirick, Minister of Music. They provide choral anthems which uplift our worship each Sunday morning and at other
times during the program year. Please speak with Chad if you’d like to join the choir or the handbell
ensemble.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 7pm in the church office. Please
contact Linda Gilardi (garygila@aol.com) for more information.
Hanover Food Pantry—Every six weeks, volunteers from our church volunteer at the Hanover Food Pantry. The pantry is located at the old Sylvester School on Hanover Street. Volunteers are needed on Mondays from 9:30-noon and Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3. Please speak with Rev. Peter if you’d like to
serve.

Outreach and Service Committee

Outreach and Service would like to welcome you back after the
hot summer. We would like to thank the Merriweds, Tina Donovan, and Cynthia Ness for providing meals for MainSpring over
the summer.
Our church supplies a meal for 115 clients on the first Sunday of
the month. The sign up sheet is posted in the coat room in the
church for those who would like to participate in this ministry. Contact a member of the committee for
more information about meal plans and preparation.
We will schedule our next committee meeting for the end of September. There will be a couple of vacancies on the committee for next year. If you are interested in joining the committee, please contact
Karen Tripp at trippklt@aol.com.
Lisa Boucher
Tina Donovan
Carol Gillis
Elisabeth Meader
Cynthia Ness
Dayna Scribi

New Members and Confirmands
In June, First Church welcomed six new members: Bryan and Jen
Riendeau, Flo McNeilly, Rev. Peter, Joyce Purslow and Karen Ventura.
We also confirmed: Julia Donovan, Anthony Pires and Sydney Pires.
Committee Meetings
The following committees meet at the following times and places
Christian Education - 2nd Sunday after church
Trustees - 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 in Riley Hall
Cabinet - 2nd Thursday in September, December, March and June
Finance - 3rd Wednesday at 7 via Zoom
Diaconate - Last Tuesday of the Month at 7:00 p.m.

Giant Yard Sale Update

Thank you to all who participated, whether it
be setting up, selling hot dogs, buying, mingling, counting the receipts, or taking down!
Your presence made the event successful—
$3436 for the yard sale and $626 for the
Thrift Shop.

Lightning Struck, But We Keep on Ticking

During a recent thunderstorm, a bolt of lightning hit the area behind Town Hall. This
strike affected the church sanctuary’s sound system, fire detection system, exterior lighting at the front of the church, and the elevator, among other things. Our thanks to the
Trustees for working with our insurance company to fix and replace the damaged items
so that we can continue to use the church building.

Opportunities to Serve

Lay Readers
Ushers
Coffee Hour hosts
Sign-up sheets are available at coffee in the vestry. Please sign up to serve
with gladness!
*
*
*

Flowers in Worship
If you would like to place flowers in the church, please sign up on the
poster inside the vestry coat room.

New Ministry at Benchmark

Rev. Peter has been in conversation with Benchmark at Hanover, a justopened senior living center (next to Target on Washington Street.) We are
looking for volunteers to conduct a brief worship service once per month
after our own service. If you would like to read scripture, sing, serve communion, present a brief message, or just attend, please let Rev. Peter
know. Our first Benchmark service will take place on a Sunday to be determined, in late October.

Quarterly Cabinet Meetings

Moderator Jim Hoyes has announced the regular quarterly meeting of the Cabinet
will take place on Thursday, September 8 at 7 pm in the Vestry.
All officers and chairs of boards and committees are encouraged to submit a report
in advance of the meeting and plan for a member of the committee to attend this
important meeting.

Dear Members of the First Church of Hanover,
My name is Elsa Marshall and it is my privilege to be serving with and
amongst you this upcoming fall as your Minister of Faith Formation. I am
also grateful that the Covid epidemic has waned enough for us, as a church
family, to be able to gather to worship God and grow together in our understanding of being a beloved child of God. I am excited about many possibilities that are before us.
Faith formation programs and the church are called to gift wrap every story of faith, spiritual discipline,
insight and learning setting with unconditional love and the grace of God. It is that love and grace that
reveals and offers to us inspiration and imagination for living and growing together as children of God.
Lately I have been reflecting on the notion that we are living in a "pass/fail society" and that one focus
in public education is an emphasis on “making the mark" through standardized testing. Living our faith
is a testimony, not a test, therefore it becomes vitally important, through the lens of the Gospel, for the
Church to assess its primary goals, practices and objectives for growing in faith and community and the
ways in which we nurture adults, youth and children. Hospitality is an essential part of the Gospel. It is
important that everyone experiences an extravagant welcome and a friendly hospitable church community comprised of multiple ways of belonging and participating designed and created for all ages.
I believe we each come with prerequisites for growing in faith and community. Everyone needs to perceive welcome entry points for discovering a sense of belonging and strength of identity within their
faith formation experiences and faith community. We are unique children of God with individual talents,
challenges, and needs for love and security. We each deserve to be valued and honored for our gifts,
needs and uniqueness. Every person has been gifted with their own distinctive God-given sense of purpose, call and vocation.
My goal this year is to live into these understandings and collectively provide holistic nurturing experiences of formation and belonging for the entire church family - adults, youth and children.
I look forward to greeting and meeting you on Rally Day, Sept 11th! Come and join in on this
"welcome home" day of celebration!
Shalom,
Elsa Marshall
Minister of Faith Formation

Look! Up in the Sky!
The whole church community is invited to regather on Sunday,
September 11 at 9:30 a.m. for our annual
Rally Day Celebration
This year’s theme is SUPERHEROES, so all are invited to come to church dressed as their favorite
superhero. Following worship, we’ll celebrate with a superhero themed coffee hour and church school
registration.

How We Spent Our Summer Vacation

Baccalaureate Service

A Baptism

Bible Sunday

Furniture Sale

Don’t Hide the Pride

Children’s Day

“Why Social Matters Matter”

Outdoor Worship & Fellowship

Rev. Peter’s Installation

Cake!
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