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OUR VISION STATEMENT
We strive to be a church that
welcomes all and empowers
all in Christ to share their Godgiven talents.
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community of
inclusive love that has no walls
or barriers, where all who
enter are loved, respected,
and accepted for who they
are, reaching beyond social
class, gender, race and sexual
orientation, welcoming all into
our circle of love. We are a
community of growth and
transformation that is not
content with the status quo
but a community filled with
the love and compassion of
Christ, and an overwhelming
desire to share that love. We
are a community committed to
not only praying together, on
Sunday mornings, but putting
our faith into action daily.

Friends,

I was quite surprised to look at my calendar this month. After resting on
our collective laurels with the publication of the September Spire, the
deadline for October glared up at me. So much good stuff is going on at
the church, it is kind of hard to capture it all. But we’re trying!
Another striking thing about the calendar: Last October 15th, a big
moving van delivered all of our worldly possessions to the parsonage in
Hanover. I know that the trustees had to scramble to work with the
tenants, and us to repair and clean the parsonage in order to get it ready
for our arrival. We were all blessed by the holy work that the search
committee did in matching pastor to parish.
And now, we begin our second year together! With new staff, new
partnerships, and the restarting of many of our ministries in the fall, we
are grateful for all that God gives us, and for all of the connections that
people have made over the years, or connections that are just forming.
May God bless us in our new endeavors.
Peace,

Rev. Peter Johnston
Senior Pastor

First Church Welcomes New Staff

This month, two more staff members joined our ministry team.

Jim Millins fills the newly created role of facilities steward. Jim has an extensive
range of experience in building construction, repair and facilities management.
Kristyn Falcione is a familiar face here at the church. She recently graduated from Bridgewater State with a Master’s degree in education and is currently working as a School Adjustment Counselor at Old Colony Regional Vocational Technical
High School. She will lead our middle and high school groups
and support our faith formation and confirmation programs.
In addition, we have engaged the professional
services of Michelle McGrath, who will be handling our social media and public relations projects through the end of the year.
God has truly blessed us with such a talented and faithful staff to carry out the programs and mission of our beloved community of faith.

Welcome South Shore Children’s Chorus
Drop by Riley Hall on Tuesday afternoons, and you will hear the joyful noise
of young voices singing. We’re pleased to welcome South Shore Children’s
Chorus to the church. Go to southshorechildrenschorus.org to learn more
about this group.

Help Needed
FCC of Hanover has openings for key roles and committees within the church. Now
is a great time to volunteer as new strategies, new ideas, and new programs are
being developed for 2023. And, right now, proposed budgets are being created in
anticipation of Annual Church Meeting.
Almost all committees can use a helping hand. Some key openings are on Finance,
Diaconate, Stewardship and CE. The Vice Moderator role is also vacant which we
need to fill ASAP.
If you have interest, please reach out to Rev. Peter, Jim Hoyes or directly to the committee chair.
By joining now, you get to help create 2023 programming and can then decide whether to sign-up for
a full term as part of the 2023 Annual Church Meeting.
Please give volunteering some prayerful consideration. I am sure that you will enjoy the social engagement and fulfillment from doing God’s work.
Jim Hoyes - Church Moderator

TOP SECRET!!
Plans for Chad’s SURPRISE 27th anniversary celebration on Sunday, October 16, are progressing fullspeed ahead. He has no suspicions that our CHADAPALOOZA event is coming and hopefully we can
keep him in the dark for a few more weeks!
You can help with the clandestine preparations. If you have particular memories of Chad from the last
27 years, or photos, or videos, that you’d be willing to share, please reach out to any member of the
Music Committee (Ginny Hunt-Burbine, Priscilla Cedrone, Ann Walsh, Sandy Adami, or Ava Sigby). There
will be an opportunity to recount or display those at the brunch reception in Riley Hall directly following
the worship service on October 16.
There will be a card circulating at coffee hour the next couple of Sundays [ONCE CHAD HAS LEFT THE
BUILDING!] for everyone to sign, so please add your name.

If you would like to contribute food for the reception, Priscilla Cedrone and Ginny Hunt-Burbine will be
delighted to hear from you. Just be aware that Chad is allergic to coconut, so no macaroons, please.
If you would like to make a monetary contribution toward a trip for Chad, who loves to travel, please
contact Sandy Adami (sandraeadami@gmail.com).
Or you are welcome to drop it in the offering plate or drop it by the church office. Checks may be
made to the church with CHAD 27 clearly written in the comment area. Cash should be enclosed in an
envelope indicating CHAD 27.
Most of all, please mark your calendar and be on hand to join in the celebration and show your appreciation for Chad Weirick, Minister of Music!

S-H-H-H-H-H-H-H!!!!!!!!!! IT’S A SURPRISE!!!
Monthly Worship at Benchmark
Sunday, October 23, following our morning worship service, we will be heading
over to Benchmark at Hanover, an assisted living facility next to Target. On the
4th Sunday of each month (except December) we will conduct a brief worship service. Rev. Peter and Lori are looking for a small group of people to offer a message, sing, read scripture or just attend. Please speak with Rev. Peter if you’d like
to join this new ministry.

An Evening with Diana Butler Bass, October 12

The Barnstable, Old Colony, Pilgrim and Rhode Island Associations (Southeast Region) are inviting everyone in the SNEUCC to an evening with Diana Butler Bass.
Come discover the new and unfolding biblical scholarship about Mary Magdalene!
On October 12th at 8pm (via Zoom), Diana will share with us this revelatory material that captures the imagination. Diana will unpack texts that are familiar to all of
us and open the door to interpretations and scholarship that have just recently
been discovered. Mary Magdalene might better be known as Mary the Tower.
Join us for this opportunity to hear the good news with a twist that will speak to
your own spiritual longing and help you connect more deeply with the word of God.
The session will go from 8:00 to 8:45 and then there will be approximately 30 minutes for questions
and conversation. Zoom link will be posted closer to the event date.

Worship Technology Update

At the 2022 annual meeting, it was voted to allocate funds and proceed with some technology upgrades for our Sunday worship services.
These upgrades include new remote controlled PTZ (point, tilt and
zoom) cameras, large screens for the sanctuary, vestry and nursery,
which will display the words to hymns, prayers, etc., a new sound
system, and two computers, with new software to control it all.

We have been working with Eric Elley, the digital minister for the Southern New England Conference,
UCC to move from uploading our services to livestreaming our services to YouTube and Facebook Live.
That way folks can tune in at9:30 on Sundays, and worship in real-time, or watch later on Facebook or
YouTube.
We have received a significant gift from the White family to purchase new equipment. Don was the
church’s original tech guy, and we can’t think of a more fitting memorial to Don than the enhancement
of this vital ministry.
Once the new livestreaming and sound equipment is installed, we will begin training members of the
congregation to join the media ministry of the church.
Please speak with Rev. Peter if you’d like to join the livestream team.

October Worship
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, October 2 17th Sunday After Pentecost - World Communion Sunday
Lamentations 3: 19-26; Luke 17: 5-10

“A Table Set for All”

Lori Bruni, preaching

We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion with Christians around the world.
Sunday, October 9 - 18th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7 Luke 17: 11-19

“One in Ten”

Rev Peter, preaching
Sunday, October 16 - 19th Sunday After Pentecost

“This is His Story, This is His Song”
Rev. Peter, preaching

Sunday, October 23 20th Sunday After Pentecost - Reformation
Psalm 46

“Yet Another Yard Sale”
Rev. Peter, preaching

This Sunday, we celebrate the Reformation; the schism that brought us Protestantism.
Sunday, October 30 -21st Sunday
After Pentecost All Saints Day
Habakuk 1: 4; 2:1-4

Who From Their Labors Rest
Rev. Peter, preaching

In this service, we remember all those saints who have gone before us.

From Elsa Marshall

For the last two and a half years Covid has changed the way we understand being
“church.” Since the pandemic and its lockdown, we are being challenged to look
forward to new and creative ways to be the church. It invites each of us to think
about the future of our traditions, theology, congregations, spiritual and faith practices. We are being called to be honest about what is ending and celebrate what is
being newly birthed among us.
Since the pandemic lockdown, I have been questioning how we can better support
families and members of the church family both at home and at church. I want everyone to celebrate
the cyclical circle of the church year and build its rhythm into their homes. This could be accomplished
by adapting church seasonal traditions and materials into creating “faith at home” bags. These bags
would consist of resources and materials to help support and equip members of all ages in their faith
development. Every new church season, these "faith at home" bags could include liturgical materials
around the theme of that particular church season as well as something for some of the secular special
days and holidays that occur. Resources such as activity pages, prayer cards, special table graces,
placemats, a graphic calendar of the seasonal church events, formation opportunities, and outreach activities, devotional material, encouragement cards with quotes, special blessings and scripture passages
might be included. In addition, Sunday worship bulletins as well as children’s worship bulletins (geared
for ages 5-10) and packets of other seasonal coloring pages (geared for preschoolers).
Our “faith at home” bags could be picked up at FCC Hanover on Sundays and/or also arrange for a pick
up or drive thru plan on special days and times for people to stop by and pick up their bag. An outside
table in our Riley Hall parking lot can make it easy for folks to drive up, and it would also provide a
great opportunity to chat with and catch up with people. We could also advertise these "faith at home"
bags throughout the town giving us a great way to share faith with those outside our congregation.
Perhaps we might pair this practice with things that draw from our wider community and/or their use of
our parking lot or hall. Through the practice of creating faith-at-home bags, we may be meeting people
where they are and inviting them into a deeper relationship with God.
I welcome your thoughts around this idea as well as your own inspirations.
Shalom,
Elsa Marshall
Minister of Faith Formation

Register for Youth Activities at FCC Hanover

You can use the QR code or the link below.
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1TQs4LzEBQh9IqovpbNrQ8o3mVJipmKmFZ43NrGhmVuA/

LAURA’S COUNTRY CHURCH FAIR
Nov 5th 9:30am-2:00pm

Below is a list of the tables we have for the church fair this year, with an explanation of what each table
consists of.
Members of the Fair Committee will be in the Vestry in October with sign-up sheets for anyone who
would like to help
with the Fair. This year the LAURA’S COUNTRY CHURCH FAIR committee members include Irene
MacAskill, Ruth Hall,
Linda Gilardi, Karen Tripp, Amy Crosby and Tina Donovan. Contact any of them if you are interested in
participating. If
you have a new idea, please share it with us.
Remember - FREE HOT DOGS while they last!
BITS AND PIECES TABLE - Homemade crafts, jewelry and dishtowels
Contact person: Deborah Springhetti
FOOD TABLE - Homemade cakes, cookies, breads, beans, pies, etc.
Contact person: Allison Thompson, Meredith Crosby and Amy Crosby
CANDY & COOKIE TABLE - Homemade fudge, candy, cookies
Contact person: Amy Kelly
PLANT TABLE - Plants home-grown with love, including our Special Christmas Cactus. Look for unique

pots!

Contact person: Karen Tripp
JAMS & JELLIES TABLE - Including a variety of homemade jams, relishes and pickles
Contact person: Karen Tripp

WHITE ELEPHANT TABLE - You will find an assortment of new and used treasures. Books and puzzles
will be included. We are unable to accept electronics, tv’s, computers, etc.
SNACK BAR - Coffee, hot chocolate, chowder, chicken salad, pulled pork, hot dogs, grilled cheese
Contact person: Sandra Adami
KNITTED WEAR TABLE - Homemade knitted/crochet items including mittens, hats, scarves, sweaters, afghans, slippers
Contact person: Irene MacAskill
WOODCRAFT TABLE - Homemade wooden items
Contact person: Hal Thomas
HOLIDAY TABLE - Selections of holiday decorations and household crafts. Look for the variety of gift
baskets that this table is noted for. Donations of a gift basket or items that might be included in the
basket are always welcomed.
Contact person: Sandy Vaughn
JEWELRY TABLE - Antique and newer used jewelry, accessories, and Vera Bradley items
Contact person: Susan Campbell

Fall Cleanup, October 22, 8:30-11:30
Let’s pitch in and help beautify the grounds of the church campus.
Stop by for 30 minutes, fir an hour, for the whole time, or just to
say “hi”. All volunteer help is appreciated. We will have some free
coffee and donuts available. Please bring your lawn rake, clippers,
weed-whacker, leaf blower, etc. The church will supply leaf and
garbage bags.
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