O Come, Let Us Adore Him!
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Prelude Chad Weirick, Minister of Music
*Opening Carol No. 132, Pilgrim Hymnal

O Come, All Ye Faithful Verses 1,2 & 4

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him, born the King of angels.

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

Welcome Rev. Peter Johnston, Senior Pastor
Call to Worship Patti MacLennon, Student Minister

Leader: We are a people who have walked in deep darkness.

People: We come this night, a people who have seen

a great light.

Leader: Light comes to us on this holiest of nights.

People: The light of a small babe, the light of a bright star.

Leader: The light of God’s love shines for all the earth.

All: Come and see... The child has been born!

*Please stand as you are able



Lighting the Advent Candles Ginny Hunt

Reader:
Beloved, today we welcome the Christ Child, the fulfillment of our joy,
as we proclaim with the prophet Isaiah, “For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

We light the Christ candle as a sign of Jesus coming to dwell with us, to live
in the neighborhood of vulnerable humanity as a vulnerable child.

May the light of Christ warm our hearts and light our way as we share

the joy of God’s salvation wherever we go.

Sung Response: Tune: Away In a Manger
We honor Messiah with Christ’s candle flame.
Our Christmas eve candles glad tidings proclaim.
O Come All Ye Faithful, rejoice in this night.
As God comes among us, the Christian’s true light.

Christmas Offering

Call to Offering

Offertory O Holy Night

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures,
here below. Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Christmas Prayers

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.



SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

Foretelling the Birth

Isaiah 9: 6-7
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will do this.

Carol Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming, from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung.

It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,

When half-spent was the night.

The Annunciation

Luke 1: 26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Choir Anthem Night of Silence

Angels and Shepherds
Luke 2: 8-15
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
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But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”

Carol No. 117, Pilgrim Hymnal
Angels, From the Realms of Glory Verses1 & 2

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night;
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King.

The Birth of a Savior

Luke 2: 1-5
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

Carol No. 140, Pilgrim Hymnal, Verses 1 & 2
What Child is This?

What child is this, who laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, the silent word is pleading.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.



Christmas Message Rev. Peter Johnston

Candle Lighting Ceremony

Please remain seated during the singing of Silent Night. Share the light of
Christ, by dipping your unlit candle toward your neighbor’s lit candle. We will
extinguish the candles following the singing of Silent Night, and stand for the
singing of Joy to the World.

*Carol Silent Night No. 138, Pilgrim Hymnal

Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

*Christmas Acclamation

*Closing Carol No. 130, Pilgrim Hymnal
Joy to the World!

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

*Benediction
Postlude



Christmas Poinsettias
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In memory of Loved Ones
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