ORDER OF WORSHIP for July 25, 2021 at 9:30 AM
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
The First Congregational Church of Hanover, Massachusetts
An Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ
Chad Weirick: Minister of Music
Priscilla Cedrone: Liturgist
John A. Terry: Interim Minister
We return to our custom of having summer worship in the Pine Grove. We are asking
those who are not yet vaccinated to wear masks. In case of inclement weather, we will
meet in Riley Hall.

Link to this service:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGOZdozbwpMp1qbJeHbwAaA
Prelude

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 145)
Leader: The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
People: The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
Leader: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your faithful shall bless you.
People: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power,
Leader: to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
People: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout
all generations.
Leader: The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.
People: The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.
UNISON INVOCATION
Eternal God, protector of all who put their trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy: Fill us with your mercy and your grace, that, with you to rule and guide, we
may so use the good things of this present life that we do not neglect those of eternal worth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
*Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
(1) Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways;
reclothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.
(2) Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.
(3) Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm!
Scripture Introduction
John 6:1-21
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus

went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the
Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to
Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ 6He said this to test him, for he
himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little.’ 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, said to him, 9‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are
they among so many people?’ 10Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great
deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the
fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ 13So they gathered them up, and from the
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve
baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the
prophet who is to come into the world.’
15
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
16
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17got into a boat, and started across the
lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The lake became
rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they
saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to
them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the
boat reached the land towards which they were going.
*The Gloria
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Sermon: Bibs or Aprons?
*Hymn: Take My Life and Let It Be
(1) Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in endless praise,
let them flow in endless praise.
(2) Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee,
swift and beautiful for thee.

(3) Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose,
every power as thou shalt choose.

(4) Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee,
ever, only, all for thee.
Celebrations and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
The Offering
*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done! Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.
*Closing Hymn: Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
(1) Called as partners in Christ's service, Called to ministries of grace,
We respond with deep commitment Fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, Side by side and friend with friend,
Equal partners in our caring To fulfil God's chosen end.
(2) Christ's example, Christ's inspiring, Christ's clear call to work and worth,
Let us follow, never faltering, Reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer poorer, All God's people young and old,
Blending human skills together Gracious gifts from God unfold.
(3) So God grant us for tomorrow Ways to order human life
That surround each person's sorrow With a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living, Our compassion to increase,
Messengers of faith, thus giving Hope and confidence and peace.

*Benediction
Postlude

