ORDER OF WORSHIP for July 18, 2021 at 9:30 AM
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
The First Congregational Church of Hanover, Massachusetts
An Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ
Chad Weirick: Minister of Music
John A. Terry: Interim Minister

We return to our custom of having summer worship in the Pine Grove.
We are asking those who are not yet vaccinated to wear masks. In case of inclement
weather, we will meet in Riley Hall.

Link to this service:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGOZdozbwpMp1qbJeHbwAaA
Prelude

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship – (based on Psalm 89)
Pastor: I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your
faithfulness to all generations.
People: I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as
the heavens.
Pastor: You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: ‘I
will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.’”
People: Happy are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of
your presence; they exult in your name all day long, and extol your righteousness.
Pastor: For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.
People: For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.
Unison Invocation
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ and make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our
daily lives, make us attentive to your voice and alert to your presence, that we may treasure
your word above all else. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.
*Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, our Lord; we are a new creation by water and the
Word. From heav’n he came and taught us what perfect love can be; through life and death he
sought us, and rose to set us free.
The church in ev’ry nation is one through all the earth; our charter of salvation,
one God, one faith, one birth; one name together blessing, one holy food we share,
to one hope ever pressing, at one in work and prayer.
Yet we on earth have union with God, the Three in One, and mystic, sweet communion
with those whose rest is won. Oh, happy ones and holy! God, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally.
Scripture Introduction
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the

ark of God stays in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is
with you.’ 4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a
tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel,
saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my
servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to
be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all
your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones
of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from
all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 12When
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you,
who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 14I will be a father to him, and he
shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with
blows inflicted by human beings.
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
30
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to
them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and
going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by
themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all
the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them
many things. 53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole
region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went,
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the market-places, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.

*The Gloria
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Sermon: Come and Rest

*Hymn: Lord, Speak to Me
Lord, speak to me that I may speak In living echoes of your tone.
As you have sought, so let me seek Your erring children, lost and lone.
Oh, lead me, Lord, that I may lead The wand'ring and the wav'ring feet.
Oh, feed me, Lord, that I may feed Your hungry ones with manna sweet.
Oh, teach me, Lord, that I may teach The precious truths which you impart.
And wing my words that they may reach The hidden depths of many a heart.
Oh, use me, Lord, use even me, Just as you will, and when, and where
Until your blessed face I see, Your rest, your joy, your glory share.
Celebrations and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
The Offering
*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done! Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.
*Closing Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy pow’r.
Crown thine ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.
Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the living of these days.
Cure thy children’s warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; shame our wanton,
selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore.
Let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore.
*Benediction
Postlude

