
 

We Strive to Be a Church that Welcomes All and Empowers All in 
Christ to Share their God Given Talents. 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 at 9:30 AM 



 

Our Worship Service 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 

Prelude                    
             Please enter a quiet time of reflection when the prelude music begins. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 119) 

Leader: Blessed are you, O LORD; teach us your statutes. 
People: With my lips we declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 
Leader: We delight in the way of your decrees as much as in all riches. 
People: We will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways. 
All:  We will delight in your statutes; We will not forget your word. 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

*Processional Hymn                   Crown Him with Many Crowns                Blue Hymnal #234 
  

Morning Prayer  
 Holy Creator, who has enriched the earth, studded the sky with stars that remind us of 
your glory. We rejoice in the communion of saints, we bless your Holy name for all of your 
people. We hear you as thunder but know it is your voice that comes to us through the call 
of angels. We are thankful for this time we have to worship you as we are blessed that we 
are redeemed through Jesus, our Holy savior. Please come to us today as we worship you 
in your house, and help us to be your people, as we follow Jesus and be your servants.  
 

Time for All Ages 
 

Anthem  
 

Scripture Readings                                                     
Psalm 119:9-16 
9 How can young people keep their way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; do not let me stray from your commandments. 11 I 
treasure your word in my heart, so that I may not sin against you. 12 Blessed are you, 
O LORD; teach me your statutes. 13 With my lips I declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 
14 I delight in the way of your decrees as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on your 
precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 16 I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget 
your word. 
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent  



 John12:20-33 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said 
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

*Gloria Patri (sung)                 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sermon                                                                                 Kim Engle  
 

*Sermon Hymn                         I Have Decided to Follow Jesus             Blue Hymnal #344 
 

The Deacons will collect the prayer cards during this hymn.  
  

Mission Moment: Father Bill’s and MainSpring                       Patrick Ronan  

The Offertory 

 Invitation to Giving 
 Offertory     
 *Doxology       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

          Prayer of Dedication     
 

A Time of Prayer 
 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
 



 Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn                  Lift High the Cross                            Blue Hymnal #108             

*Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                       

  

 
 
 

 

Holy Week in Hanover 

Sunday, March 24 at 9:30 a.m. 
Palm Sunday  

Celebration of Jesus’ Triumphal  
Entry into Jerusalem 

 

Thursday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday  

Tenebrae Shadows and Light 
 

Sunday, March 31 - Easter Day 
Celebration of Christ’s Resurrection  

Sunrise Service - 6:15 a.m.  
Easter Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Serving in the House of the Lord 
The chancel flowers are given by Tina Donovan in honor of  

Janet Donovan’s 80th birthday.  

The lay reader is Janet Cook. 
  The Deacon of the Month is Al Alexander. 

Coffee Hour is hosted by Susan Conant. 



 

Our Prayer List 

 

The wars in Israel and Ukraine 
The family of Jasmin Lane, who died in the 
fire in Middleboro March 2, and her grand-
mother who was injured 
The family of MaryAnn Sabin, who passed 
February 19 
Lynn White, who was hospitalized 
Barbara Finch,  daughter-in-law of Joan 
Finch, dealing with cancer 
Al Alexander, carpal tunnel surgery March 
28 
Sandy Adami, recovering from knee surgery 
Linda Archibald, family friend of Tina  
Donovan, on hospice 
Jessie, Lynn White’s niece, with serious 
health concerns 
Carl Ryburg and his family, nephew of  
Carolyn Frattalone 
 

Jake, grandson of Maddie Thomas, recover-
ing from knee surgery 
Holly Taylor, with lung cancer 
Elsa Marshall, taking care of brother Bruce 
and his wife in Chicago 
Twins Lyman and Luke in NICU 
The Conforto family 
Mary Lou Hill, health concerns 
Cathy Churchill, Lynn White’s friend 
Mark Gifford, with pneumonia 
Marianne, who is in hospice 
Judy, with health issues 
Josephine, Adrianne Rafferty’s mother-in-
law, hip replacement 
 

We Continue Our Prayers for  
Those with Long-Term Needs: 
Those with COVID 
Cynthia Ness, terminal bile duct cancer 
Michael, Glenda Larson’s brother-in-law, 
with CJD, a fatal disease  
Laura Delaplain’s sister Cathy, with multiple 
myeloma 
Lori Bruni’s stepson, with paraplegia 
Lynn White, new cancer treatment  
Marjorie, mother-in-law of Susan Conant, 
with health issues 
Elsa Marshall’s brother Bruce, cancer 
Ericka, Ginny Hunt's daughter, under treat-
ment at Dana Farber 
John, friend of Glenda Larson, with Parkin-
son’s 
Rick and Alberta, brother and sister-in- law 
of Dennis Falcione  
Tom Evans, cousin of Marilyn Melchin, with 
liver cancer 
Joe, friend of Janet Hamilton, with terminal 
blood and lung issues and his wife Cathy 
and daughter Kaitlin 
Karen, Flo McNeilly’s friend, with bone  
marrow cancer 
Carol Brew, mother of Kim Blanton, living 
with dialysis and heart failure 
The husband of Dolly’s caregiver, with kid-
ney failure 
 
 
 
 



 

Church Yard Sale, 
Saturday, April 13 

Let your family and friends 
know that we are planning 
for a yard sale on the sec-
ond Saturday in April.  

We’re accepting gently used household 
items and clothing.  

** No electronics or heavy furniture.**  
Drop off upstairs in Riley Hall Tue/Thu 9-1 
or Wed/Sat 10-2. We’re looking for volun-
teers to help and bakers to bake! Sign up 
at coffee hour or contact Adrianne Rafferty 
at adrraf@verizon.net. 

Thrift Shop Needs  
Shoppers 

Let your friends and neighbors know that 
there is a great place to shop for unique 
items. Bring a Buddy and let the cash flow! 

Easter Lily Orders 
Use this form to order Easter lilies 
and give it to a member of the 
Flower Committee (Glenda Larson 
and Janet Cook). The price is $15 
each. No orders can be accepted 

after March 18. 
Given by: 

____________________________________ 

How many? ____ 

In (Memory/Honor) of: 

____________________________________ 

On Easter:   I will take _______      

Give to Homebound________ 

Flower Fundraiser 
Pick up a mini-bouquet 
during coffee hour for $5! 
Give one to your BFF or to 
someone who doesn’t get 
out much anymore. 

 
 
 
 

March 20 Potluck with the  
Moonlighters  Women’s Group 
The Moonlighter’s March meeting will be at 
the home of Dayna Scribi on Wednesday, 
March 20 at 6:30 pm. Please contact 
Dayna at dscribi23@yahoo.com to let her 
know what you will bring.  

Youth Group Easter Social 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 

6:00-7:30pm 
Join us for an Easter Social and to discuss 
future events. Light refreshments will be 
provided! 

All Middle School and High School Stu-
dents are welcome to join at any time. You 
are also more than welcome to bring a 
friend! Please reach out to Kristyn Falcione 
if you have any questions, comments, or 
concerns. Her email address is  
kfalcione57@gmail.com. 



 Faith Formation Across the Ages 
John 12:20-33  

As we near Holy Week, we arrive in Jerusalem with Jesus. This lectionary pericope is the 
opening section of Jesus’ final discourse for the world.  It contains Jesus’ last public 
teaching and is delivered to a group of both Jews and Gentiles.  
 
First-century synagogues welcomed gentiles, so it is not surprising to find Gentiles in Je-
rusalem for Passover.  The narrative gives no clues who are the Greeks but Greek-
speaking Jews is the more likely meaning. The Greek seekers wish to see Jesus. They en-
gage in a little first-century social networking with Philip, the disciple with the Greek 
name, a person whom Jesus had “friended” near the start of his ministry.  They make a 
request to Philip who tells Andrew, and together they tell Jesus.  
 
Jesus answered them with a discourse on the meaning of his death. The ability to see 
what is not accessible to ordinary sight is a theme in the Gospel of John.  Jesus offers a 
discourse on the meaning of his death with the implications that for discipleship followers 
must lose their life in order to save it. Those who “hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life.” Jesus says following him is a matter of life and death.  
 
During this season of Lent we too follow him all the way to Golgotha, all the way to the 
cross, where we will stand beneath it, together with those early followers. And like those 
in this crowd we are promised, “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people 
to myself.” 
 
Questions to consider:   
 
As a follower how do you “serve” Jesus ? 
 
What “seeds” do you have to plant? What keeps you from planting them? 
 
Has the “voice from heaven” spoken to you in your life?  If so, how has it affected your 
life? 
 
How have you been drawn to Christ?   
 
The children will leave for faith formation during the singing of Gloria Patri. 
 
 
Shalom with love always, 
Elsa Marshall 
Minister of Faith Formation 



 

 

Elsa Marshall, Minister of Faith Formation 
Elsa.Marshall@gmail.com 

Chad Weirick, Minister of Music 
Cweirick@aol.com 

Kim Engle, Field Education Student 
Kcpengle@gmail.com 

Kristyn Falcione, Youth Director 
Kfalcione57@gmail.com 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper 
firstconghanover@gmail.com 

Susan Vetterlein, Administrator 
Office@FCCHanover.org 

Jim Millins, Facilities Manager 
Facilities@FCCHanover.org 

Karen Tripp, Sexton 
Trippklt@aol.com 

Church Building: 547 Hanover Street, Hanover, Mass. 02339  
Offices: 17 Silver Street, Suite 201, Hanover, Mass. 02339  

Church Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m.  
(781) 826-4762 v  www.FCCHanover.org  v Office@FCCHanover.org  

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Senior Pastor 
Rev.Peter@FCCHanover.org 

We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you 
find nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our 
congregation.  

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-
chure from the pew racks and fill out a Connect Card and place it 
in the offering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment 

to meet the ministers following the worship service.  

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.) 

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of pray-
er, please fill out a prayer card, found in the pews. These will be collected during the sec-
ond hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of 
prayer. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the 
door at the front right of the church.  


