
 

 

“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here.” 

August 23, 2026 9:30 a.m. 

 

First Congregational Church of Hanover 
An Open & Affirming Congregation of the 

United Church of Christ 



 

*Please stand, as you are able.  

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements  

Call to Worship  

Leader: In our joy and in our brokenness, we gather before God. 
People: We come with our dreams, our vulnerabilities, and our burdens. 
Leader: When family ties are strained, and jealousy takes root, 
People: God meets us in the valley and calls us toward reconciliation. 
Leader: Even from the depths of the pit and the shadows of betrayal, 
People: The Lord hears our cry and remains steadfast in love. 
Leader: Let us worship the God who redeems our broken stories and transforms 
despair into hope. 
All: Come, let us praise the Lord together! 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 

*Opening Hymn                        O Worship the King                  Blue hymnal #17 

Morning Prayer:  

Gracious God, giver of life and peace, we greet this new morning with gratitude 
for the gift of community. Your word reminds us how good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity. Anoint our hearts this morning with grace. 
May our words today be soothing rather than sharp, our actions generous 
rather than guarded, and our presence a source of peace to all we encounter. 
Refresh our dry spirits with your living water, and bind us together in a common 
purpose to love and serve one another. For there, in unity, you have command-
ed your blessing—life forevermore. We offer this prayer in hope and faith. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings 

Genesis 37:1-4                  Joseph Dreams of Greatness 

37 Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of 

Canaan. 2 These are the descendants of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, 

was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah 

and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 

father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children because he was 

the son of his old age, and he made him an ornamented robe. 4 But when his 

brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him 

and could not speak peaceably to him.  

 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 



 

 

 
Genesis 37:12-28             Joseph Is Sold by His Brothers 
12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel 
said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will 
send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is 
well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring word back to me.” So he sent him 
from the valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, 15 and a man found him wandering in 
the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” 
he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17 The man said, “They 
have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his 
brothers and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a distance, and before he 
came near to them they conspired to kill him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes 
this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we 
shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let 
us not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit 
here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their 
hand and restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they 
stripped him of his robe, the ornamented robe that he wore, 24 and they took him and 
threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25 Then they sat down 
to eat, and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their 
camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then 
Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his 
blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him, for he 
is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28 When some Midianite 
traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was  

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sermon       Thank Goodness for King Joseph   Rev. Peter  
 

*Sermon Hymn                        Rock of Ages                      Blue Hymnal #214

  Prayer cards will be collected during the singing of the hymn   

The Offertory     
 Invitation to Giving  

 Offertory  

 *Doxology       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 

      Prayer of Dedication   

Time of Prayer   

 Call to Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 Lord’s Prayer (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
          

*Closing Hymn                  Be Thou My Vision                    Blue hymnal #595 
  
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Country of Columbia, recovering from 
earthquake 

Family of Andrew Ekblaw, brother of Elsa 
Marshall, who passed 

The family of Mindy Smith, friend of Ann 
Allaire, who passed away at age 56 
 

Dick Harris, hospitalized 

Amy, friend of the Jackson family, 
diagnosed with cancer  

Kathy Talbot, back home from rehab 

Andrew Talbot, biopsy on lymph nodes 

Paul, recovering from bad accident 

Deb Jackman, recovering from broken 
pelvis 

Joyce Purslow, recovering from surgery 

Great niece of Sandy Adami recovering 
from a virus 

Charles Duco, friend of Dick Harris 

 

Continue Our Prayers for Those with 
Long-Term Needs:  

Kerri, Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,  
brain cancer 

Gloria, Amy Kelly’s mother-in-law 
 

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth  
Tarnauskas, with cancer 
 

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione   

Irene & Wally Reed 

Ericka Penney  

Darius Fiske 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Prayer List 

Outreach & Service is very appreciative of the financial 
donation made to MainSpring House for the August 
meal. Thank you, Amy Kelly!   

A new MainSpring sign-up sheet is in the vestry beside 
the flower sign-up. September, November and Decem-
ber are currently open.  
Thank you for considering a contribution!  

Serving in the House of the Lord 
 

Welcome to the service! 

The flowers are given by the Flower Committee. 

The Lay Reader is Al Alexander. 

Coffee Hour is hosted by Dean and Glenda Larson.  

The Deacon of the month is Dave Fiske. 

The Steeple Lighting August is given by Bob Cluett in memory of his wife Janet. 



 

“COME AND SEE”  

The Chosen 

Eash Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
in Riley Hall. Contact MaryLou Gifford at 
Mary.gifford23@comcast.net or  
857-499-2300 with questions or to 
sign up. 

Come to Evening 
Vespers  

by the Sea 
Sundays at 7pm, 

through August 30 
Brant Rock Union Chapel 

327 Ocean Street, 
Marshfield 

Dear friends, 

      I will be leading 
worship on August 23, and I would love 
to see you there. Bring along a friend or a 
neighbor if you like. 

Hope to see you beneath the tower, 

Rev. Peter 

Pot Luck Supper  

Third Friday in 
September 

On Friday evening, September 18, a pot 

luck supper is planned to start at 6:30. 

Everyone is welcome to join us in the 

vestry and experience good fellowship. 

Bring a favorite dish to share.  See Ginny 

Hunt (hesterbp2@comcast.net)  

for particulars.   

Prayer Shawl Meets 

Wednesday, September 2 

The first Prayer 

Shawl meeting for 

the 2026/2027 

season will be on 

Wednesday Sep-

tember 2nd at 

6:30 PM.  We will 

continue meeting 

in Pastor Peter’s 

Office. Have a pro-

ject you are stuck 

on? Have never 

even thought about picking up a knit-

ting needle or a crochet hook? Bring 
it!  Together we can make it happen. 

mailto:Mary.gifford23@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/maps/search/327+Ocean+Street,+Marshfield?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/327+Ocean+Street,+Marshfield?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

 Sept 15 First Fall Meeting  

of the Moonlighters 
The first meeting of 

Moonlighters will be 

on Wednesday,  

September 15  from 

2-4PM downstairs in 

Riley Hall. We have changed the day of 

the week and times for future meetings. 

Have fun while making items for the 

Church Fair! 

Highlights from 

Vacation Bible 

Camp 



 

We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you find 
nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
tion.  

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-
chure from the pew racks and fill out a Connect Card and place it in 

the offering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers 
following the worship service.  

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.   

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of 
prayer, please fill out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the 
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of 
prayer. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the 
door at the front right of the church.  

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Senior Pastor 
Rev.Peter@fcchanover.org 

Chad Weirick, Minister of Music 
Cweirick@aol.com 

Janet Cook, Director of Education 
jcookie4@hotmail.com  

Pete Jansky, Sexton 
office@fcchanover.org 

Susan Vetterlein, Administrator 
office@fcchanover.org 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper 
firstconghanover@gmail.com 

Church Building: 547 Hanover Street, Hanover, Mass. 02339  
Offices: 17 Silver Street, Suite 201, Hanover, Mass. 02339  

(781) 826-4762 ❖  www.FCCHanover.org  ❖ Office@FCCHanover.org  


