First Congregational Church of Hanover
An Open & Affirming Congregation of the
United Church of Christ

“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”
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*Please stand, as you are able.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship
Leader: We gather this morning, appreciating our freedom to worship God.
People: May God continue to bless the Church in this land.
Leader: We seek to live in harmony and peace with all peoples on the earth.
People: May God establish peace on earth and guide our hearts toward justice
and righteousness.
Leader: Come, let us worship the Lord! Almighty God, bless our nation and make it
true to the ideals of freedom and justice for all. Guard us from fear, confusion, and
conflict, and give wisdom to our leaders.
All: May we honor our heritage, fulfill our duties as citizens, and live according
to God’s will.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ
*Opening Hymn God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand  Blue Hymnal #725

Prayer of Confession

Loving God, help us. When we have run away, when we have turned our backs on
love, when we have sought immediate satisfaction and not long-term healing, help
us. Merciful God, forgive us. When we have been selfish, when we have been
mean, when we have closed our ears to the cries of others, forgive us. Powerful
God, heal us. When we are so broken we cannot move, when we don’t know how
to stem the bleeding of our wounds, when we are too ashamed to seek
community, heal us. Give us the courage, the strength, and the hope to accept
your grace and hear your call in Christ. Amen.

Assurance of Grace
Leader: Hear the good news: Through Jesus Christ, we are accepted, loved and

forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God. Amen.
Congregational Anthem O, Beautiful for Spacious Skies Blue Hymnal #720

Scripture Readings

Psalm 19

1 The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. * There is no
speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; * yet their voice goes out through
all the earth and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent
for the sun, ®> which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a
strong man runs its course with joy. ° Its rising is from the end of the heavens and its



circuit to the end of them, and nothing is hid from its heat. ’ The law of the Lord is
perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;

8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord
is clear, enlightening the eyes; ° the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the
ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. '° More to be desired are
they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the
honeycomb. "' Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is
great reward. "2 But who can detect one’s own errors? Clear me from hidden faults.

'3 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over
me. Then | shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression. '* Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and
my redeemer.

Lamentations 3:21-24
Yet this | call to mind and therefore | have hope: Because of the LORD’s great love we
are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness. | say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore | will wait for him.”
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Sermon Rev. Peter Johnston
*Sermon Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness Blue Hymnal #86
Prayer cards will be collected during the singing of the hymn

The Offertory
Invitation to Giving
Offertory
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Dedication

A Time of Prayer
Call to Prayer
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer



Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
*Communion Hymn Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken  Blue Hymnal #387
The Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving
Minister: Lift up your hearts
People: We lift them up to God.
Minister: Let us give thanks to God most high.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Minister: Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the
farthest star, we thank you for your constant love for all you have made. We praise
you for Christ's birth, life, death and resurrection and for the calling forth of your
church for its mission. Therefore, with angels and archangels, we praise your Holy
Name by saying:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

The Prayer of Consecration
Sharing the Bread and Cup
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
*Closing Hymn This Is My Song Blue Hymnal #722

*Benediction
Postlude

Serving in the House of the Lord

Welcome to the worship servicel
The flowers are given by the Flower Committee.
The Lay Reader is Karen Tripp.
Coffee Hour is hosted by Karen Tripp.
The Deacon of the month is Hal Thomas.
The Steeple Lighting for July is given by Sandy and Ted Adami.
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The family of Rick Rogers, dear friend of the Continue Our Prayers for Those with

Talbots, who passed suddenly

Elisabeth Meaders's niece Melanie, who lost
her husband two weeks after diagnosis of
cancer.

Leonard Holmes, friend of Dave Fiske, who
is quite ill

Deb Springhetti, knee surgery this week

Gloria, Amy Kelly’'s mother-in-law, now at
Allerton House assisted living

Shirley, friend of the Larson, recent cancer
diagnosis

Tony, son-in-law of Louise Jackson, more
complications from shunt surgery

Noah Richardson, a six year old in ICU at
Boston Children’s Hospital, upcoming
surgery

Kerri, Patti MacLennan’s daughter, more
surgery needed

Long-Term Needs:
Barbara ltz, in assisted living
Lynn White, at the Pat Roche Hospice Home

Kerri, Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,
brain cancer

Tony, complications from shunt surgery

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth
Tarnauskas, with cancer

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione
Irene & Wally Reed

Ericka Penney

Darius Fiske




Pan-Mass
Bike Ride
to Benefit

Dana Faber
John Matson will
3! be riding in his
18th Pan-Mass
Challenge on Aug 1 and 2. This 168
mile bike ride is the largest fundraiser for
Dana Farber Cancer Institute and this
year aims to raise $79 million. John's
goal is to raise $7,000. One hundred
percent of rider raised funds goes direct-
ly to Dana Farber to continue their work
on improving treatments, extending life
and in some cases, curing cancer.

To donate, go to:
donate.pmc.org/jm0043

or mail a check made out to "Pan Mass
Challenge" to John Matson, 4 Topping
Ave, Rockland, MA 02370

Thank you!

Wish List
Vacation Bible Camp will
soon be here! Check out our
Wish List of needed items in

the vestry. Simply select a fish with the item

you'd like to donate and sign your name
next the item selected. Drop off the

donated items to the box in the vestry by

Sunday, July 26.

The CE Committee and staff of VBC truly
appreciate your generosity and willingness
to help in this way!

DEEP SEA

Vacation Bible Camp
August 17-20

Our CE Committee and volunteer staff are
busy planning an exciting Mission Deep
Sea Vacation Bible Camp! Join our staff
and kids as we actively follow Moses to
the shores of the Red Sea while escaping
Pharaoh and his soldiers. Yikes! Even
when Jonah disobeys God and is swal-
lowed by a big fish, we'll learn that God's
love is deep and patient. (Now that's a
good message for us all to remember.)
And talk about fish?? We'll hear how God
can turn small offerings, like two little fish,
into great blessings when we trust him.
We'll sing and dance to songs of how
God's love is deep and high and wide!
There will be a boatload of fun activities!
We'll top it all off with a whale of a good
time on our last day of camp when kids
enjoy a Camp Fun Day. Of course, water
games included! Tell your children and
grandchildren.

Spread the word to your families and tell
your neighbors (extra flyers in vestry);
share on your Facebook accounts. Be sure
to sign up in the vestry to be a helping
hand because you won't want to miss our
church's Mission Deep Sea Vacation Bible
Camp!

Reach out to Janet Cook with questions at
jcookie4@hotmail.com
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First Congregational Church Hanover
17 Silver Street
Hanover, MA

Kids need camp for end of summer??
Enroll now with QR code below!

VACATION BIBLE
CAMP

| ﬂﬂqﬁw"qff 17-20 - ?é
9&@"120&

Fyn Games
Arts 2 Crafts
Skifs 2 Seng.s 4
:nar:'d’

Dive in and use the QR
code to register in
advance or register in
person on August 17th.
Registration fee by

For more info: i

Contact Janet r. 4
office@fcchanover.org

781-826-4762

check or cash due on
August 17,




We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you find

d !‘ M) nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
. tion.
f /-

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-

chure from the pew racks and fill out a Connect Card and place it in
the offering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers
following the worship service.

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of
prayer, please fill out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of
prayer.

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the
door at the front right of the church.

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.)
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