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*Please stand, as you are able.  

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements  

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 27 and Joshua 1) 
Leader: The Lord is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
People: The Lord is the stronghold of our lives; of whom shall we be afraid? 
Leader: Though a host encamp against us, our hearts shall not fear. 
People: Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage! 
Leader: The Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Do not be frightened or 
dismayed. 
People: Therefore, let us worship God with bold and courageous hearts! 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
  

*Opening Hymn                  God of Grace and God of Glory        Blue Hymnal #464 
 

Morning Prayer  
   God of  Compassion and Justice, 
We gather in Your presence, knowing You are the ultimate victor over oppression and 
the unwavering champion of  the marginalized. Open our eyes to injustices that grieve 
Your heart, and open our ears to the cries of  our vulnerable brothers and sisters. 
When we are tempted to be silent, give us the prophetic courage to speak the truth in 
love. When the systems of  this world seem too heavy and the shadows of  prejudice too 
long, remind us that You are the Light that overcomes the darkness. Grant us the 
strength to step out of  our comfort zones, to dismantle walls of  fear, and to boldly 
walk the path of  radical love and equity. 
May our time together ignite a fire in our spirits.  Empower us to be Your hands and 
feet, bringing peace and daring justice to a broken world. 
In the holy and liberating name of  Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings 
Genesis 22:1-14         The Command to Sacrifice Isaac 
22 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that 
I shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown 
him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we 
will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. 
And the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 



 

 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for 
a burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together. 9 When they came 
to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood 
in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of 
the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide,” as it is said to this day, 
“On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”  
 

Matthew 10:40-42                          Rewards 
40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive 
a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a 
cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, 
none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was  

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sermon                             Bending Toward Justice         Rev. Dr. Laura Delaplain 
 

*Sermon Hymn                           Restless Weaver                     Blue Hymnal #658 
Prayer cards will be collected during the singing of the hymn   

The Offertory     
 Invitation to Giving  

 Offertory  

 *Doxology       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

      Prayer of Dedication  

A Time of Prayer   

 Call to Prayer   

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 



 
     Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 Lord’s Prayer (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

*Closing Hymn                     O For A World                      Blue Hymnal #683 

*Benediction 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in the House of the Lord 
 

Welcome to the worship service!   

The flowers are given by the Flower Committee. 

The Lay Reader is Al Alexander. 

Coffee Hour is hosted by Ginny Hunt. 

The Deacon of the month is Kerstin Barrett. 

The Steeple Lighting for June is given by Janet and Alan Cook 

and by Bob and Elisabeth Meader.  



 

The family of Rick Rogers, dear friend of the 
Talbots, who passed suddenly 

Elisabeth Meaders’s niece Melanie, who lost 
her husband two weeks after diagnosis of 
cancer. 

Gloria, Amy Kelly’s mother-in-law, now at 
Allerton House assisted living 
 

Shirley, friend of the Larson, recent cancer 
diagnosis 
 

Tony, son-in-law of Louise Jackson, more 
complications from shunt surgery 
 

Noah Richardson, a six year old in ICU at 
Boston Children’s Hospital, upcoming 
surgery 
 

Kerri, Patti MacLennan’s daughter, more 
surgery needed 

Continue Our Prayers for Those with 
Long-Term Needs:  

Barbara Itz, in assisted living 

Lynn White, at the Pat Roche Hospice Home  

Kerri, Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,  
brain cancer 

Tony, complications from shunt surgery 
 

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth  
Tarnauskas, with cancer 
 

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione   

Irene & Wally Reed 

Ericka Penney  

Darius Fiske 

Our Prayer List 

Vacation Bible Camp Wish List 
Vacation Bible Camp will soon be here! 
Check out our Wish List of needed items in 
the vestry. Simply select a fish with the item 
you'd like to donate and sign your name 
next the item selected. Drop off the 
donated items to the box in the vestry by 
Sunday, July 26.  
 

The CE Committee and staff of VBC truly 
appreciate your generosity and willingness 
to help in this way! 

Sharing Is Caring 
I just shared the FCC Hanover post on Vaca-
tion Bible Camp. It was posted a couple of 
days ago and I was the 4th person to share 
it. There are families in Hanover and the sur-
rounding communities that may check us 
out. Families will come when they are ready, 
maybe because they saw posts about the 
great things we are doing, or perhaps some-
one else recommended our church after see-
ing some posts. 

 What to do to get the word out: 
Join the “First Congregational Church of 
Hanover” group. You can click Group, Search 
for the group and click “join” or go to 
http://www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchHanover 
Check the Group for postings you would like 
to share and share them to all of your 
friends. 

Let’s stop keeping all the great things we do 

a secret! ~ Ken Cho 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchHanover
http://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchHanover


 
Pan-Mass 
Bike Ride  
to Benefit  

Dana Faber 
John Matson will 

be riding in his 

18th Pan-Mass 

Challenge on Aug 1 and 2.  This 168 

mile bike ride is the largest fundraiser for 

Dana Farber Cancer Institute and this 

year aims to raise $79 million.  John's 

goal is to raise $7,000. One hundred 

percent of rider raised funds goes direct-

ly to Dana Farber to continue their work 

on improving treatments, extending life 

and in some cases, curing cancer.   

To donate, go to:  

donate.pmc.org/jm0043 

or mail a check made out to "Pan Mass 
Challenge" to John Matson, 4 Topping 
Ave, Rockland, MA  02370 

Thank you! 

Vacation Bible Camp 
August 17-20 

 

Our CE Committee and volunteer staff are 

busy planning an exciting Mission Deep 

Sea Vacation Bible Camp! Join our staff 

and kids as we actively follow Moses to 

the shores of the Red Sea while escaping 

Pharaoh and his soldiers. Yikes! Even 

when Jonah disobeys God and is swal-

lowed by a big fish, we'll learn that God's 

love is deep and patient. (Now that's a 

good message for us all to remember.) 

And talk about fish?? We'll hear how God 

can turn small offerings, like two little fish, 

into great blessings when we trust him. 

We'll sing and dance to songs of how 

God's love is deep and high and wide! 

There will be a boatload of fun activities! 

We'll top it all off with a whale of a good 

time on our last day of camp when kids 

enjoy a Camp Fun Day. Of course, water 

games included! Tell your children and 

grandchildren.  

Spread the word to your families and tell 

your neighbors (extra flyers in vestry); 

share on your Facebook accounts. Be sure 

to sign up in the vestry to be a helping 

hand because you won't want to miss our 

church's Mission Deep Sea Vacation Bible 

Camp! 

Reach out to Janet Cook with questions at 

jcookie4@hotmail.com  

mailto:jcookie4@hotmail.com


 
Report from Susan V. 
Thank You to FCC Hanover for enabling 
me to attend the Church Office Profes-
sionals conference this year. The confer-
ence experience was truly refreshing, 
informative and enlightening. I felt com-
fortable and learned many useful things.  

Rev. Liz Garrigan-Byerly, the Executive 
for Area Conference Ministry for the 
Southern New England Conference of 
the UCC, was the featured speaker. 

Our theme this year was “Healthy Me, 
Healthy We: Boundaries and Self-Care 
in a Troubled World.” We learned why 
boundaries are important; professionally, 
personally, and emotionally. At the end 
of the conference, Rev. Garrigan-Byerly  
led us in a very moving worship service.  

Each year we have an outreach mission 
for a local non-profit. This year we chose 
to collect clothes and fleece blankets for 
the Cape Cod Foster Closet. We decided 
to give our offering collection of $440 
to the Foster Closet. 

Meeting with others in this unique pro-
fession, sharing concerns, getting new 
ideas. and having some laughs, make 
this conference well worthwhile. 

~ Susan Vetterlein 

 

News from The Cabinet 
In April many members of our congre-
gation attended Rev. Doug Bixby's 
seminar entitled “Governance & Deci-
sion Making.”  The focus included sim-
plifying church structure, streamlining 
decision-making, and improving com-
munication.  It was an insightful event, 
with many inspiring ideas for our 
church. 

At its June 15th meeting, the Cabinet 

spent some time discussing what ini-

tial steps to take toward making use of 

these ideas. As a result of that discus-

sion, the Cabinet voted unanimously to 

create a small task force charged with 

meeting during this summer to formu-

late a plan of how best to integrate 

some of these new ideas. The goal of 

this task force will be to present this 

plan to the Congregation in the fall for 

our consideration. 

If you have questions or would like 

more information about this endeavor, 

please feel free to contact Rev. Peter, 

Vice Moderator Ken Cheo, or Modera-

tor Ava Sigsby. 



 

We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you find 
nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
tion.  

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-
chure from the pew racks and fill out a Connect Card and place it in 

the offering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers 
following the worship service.  

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.   

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of 
prayer, please fill out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the 
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of 
prayer. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the 
door at the front right of the church.  

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Senior Pastor 
Rev.Peter@fcchanover.org 

Chad Weirick, Minister of Music 
Cweirick@aol.com 

Janet Cook, Director of Education 
jcookie4@hotmail.com  

Pete Jansky, Sexton 
office@fcchanover.org 

Susan Vetterlein, Administrator 
office@fcchanover.org 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper 
firstconghanover@gmail.com 

Church Building: 547 Hanover Street, Hanover, Mass. 02339  
Offices: 17 Silver Street, Suite 201, Hanover, Mass. 02339  

(781) 826-4762 ❖  www.FCCHanover.org  ❖ Office@FCCHanover.org  


