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*Please stand, as you are able.  

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements  

Call to Worship  

Leader: Gracious and loving God, You have called us into Your presence this day, 
inviting us to rest in Your peace and rejoice in Your goodness. 
People: We come that you might fill our hearts with the joy of Christ. Open our 
ears to hear Your word, and strengthen our hands so we might serve in love. 
Leader: Let us lift our voices, our prayers, and our lives to the One who is faithful. 
People:  We will worship the Lord with gladness and serve Him with joy! 
Leader: We come not because we must, but because we can. 
People: May this time of worship draw us closer to You and send us out 
renewed for the work of Your kingdom. 

 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
  

*Opening Hymn                    Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee              Blue Hymnal #2 
 

Morning Prayer  
Holy God, Creator of all people, You model for us what good parenting looks 
like. Through Jesus you modeled reverence for you, obedience to your will, love 
for all your children. You revel when we do well, and hold us accountable when 
we stumble. Through your abundant grace, when we acknowledge our faults 
you embrace us with fatherly love and forgiveness. Be with us on this day when 
we lift those who have acted in fatherly roles, nurturing, celebrating and 
sustaining the growth of those who will walk in their footsteps even as we try to 
walk in the footsteps of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings 
Jeremiah 20:7-12  
O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you 
have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. For 
whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the 
word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long.  If I say, “I 
will not mention him or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is 
something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I 
cannot. For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us 
denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can 
be enticed, and we can prevail against him and take our revenge on him.” But the 
Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and 
they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their 
eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; you 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 



 

 
see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have 
committed my cause. 

Matthew 10:26-39 
  “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. “Every-one, 
therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven, but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my 
Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 
come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and 
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,  and 
one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. “Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me,  and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me.  Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 
 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was  

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sermon                                  Facing the Critics                      Rev. Deb Spratley 
 

*Sermon Hymn                              Pass It On                          Blue Hymnal #477 
 

The Offertory     
 Invitation to Giving  

 Offertory  

 *Doxology       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

      Prayer of Dedication  

A Time of Prayer   

 Call to Prayer   

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 



 
     Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 Lord’s Prayer (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

*Closing Hymn             Rejoice, the Lord Is King                Blue Hymnal #699 

*Benediction 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in the House of the Lord 
 

Welcome to the worship service!   

The flowers are given by Jill Matson in memory of Sally and Scott MacKinlay. 

Coffee Hour is hosted by Ginny Hunt & Shirley Kelch.  

The Deacon of the month is Kerstin Barrett. 

The Steeple Lighting for June is given by Janet and Alan Cook 

and by Bob and Elisabeth Meader.  



 

The family of Gloria Kelly, mother in law of 
Amy Kelly, who passed recently 

The family of Rick Rogers, dear friend of the 
Talbots, who passed suddenly 

Elisabeth Meaders’s niece Melanie, who lost 
her husband two weeks after diagnosis of 
cancer. 

Noah Richardson, a six year old in ICU at 
Boston Children’s Hospital, upcoming 
surgery 
 

Kerri, Patti MacLennan’s daughter, facing 
more surgery 
 

Jim Donovan, Tina’s father in law, 
 

Pete Jansky’s dad, recovering from surgery  
 

 

Continue Our Prayers for Those with 
Long-Term Needs:  

Barbara Itz, in assisted living 

Lynn White, at the Pat Roche Hospice Home  

Kerri, Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,  
brain cancer 

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth  
Tarnauskas, with cancer 
 

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione   

Irene & Wally Reed 

Ericka Penney  

Darius Fiske 

Our Prayer List 

The Meaders celebrated their 58th 
wedding anniversary and also Bob’s 
birthday! 

Greetings from Mary Lou Gifford  
on Martha’s Vineyard! 



 
Pan-Mass 
Bike Ride  
to Benefit  

Dana Faber 
John Matson will 

be riding in his 

18th Pan-Mass 

Challenge on Aug 1 and 2.  This 168 

mile bike ride is the largest fundraiser for 

Dana Farber Cancer Institute and this 

year aims to raise $79 million.  John's 

goal is to raise $7,000. One hundred 

percent of rider raised funds goes direct-

ly to Dana Farber to continue their work 

on improving treatments, extending life 

and in some cases, curing cancer.   

To donate, go to:  

donate.pmc.org/jm0043 

or mail a check made out to "Pan Mass 
Challenge" to John Matson, 4 Topping 
Ave, Rockland, MA  02370 

Thank you! 

Vacation Bible Camp 
August 17-20 

 

CE is excited to bring Vacation Bible 
Camp to our church this summer! Our 
think tank is diving in with planning Bible 
lessons and fun crafts, Take the plunge 
and sign up in the vestry to help! You'll be 
invited to planning sessions during the 
month of July and we'll chart the course 
together as we prepare for our Mission 
Deep Sea Vacation Bible Camp. Serve our 
church, connect with children, and help 
our church make a positive impact in our 
wider comm unity! Reach out to Janet 
Cook at jcookie4@hotmail.com with any 
inquiry.  

Summer Altar Arrangement  
For the summer months of  July and Au-
gust our trusty dish garden will again 
grace the altar. 

Please add your name to the Flower 
Committee calendar in the Vestry for 
the months of  September through De-
cember at any time. Forms and enve-
lopes are available on the bulletin board 
alongside the calendar. 

Serve God 
With  

Gladness 

Please let us know how you would like 
to help by filling out a SERVE card, 
found in the pews, or adding your 
name to the lists found at coffee hour.  

Liturgist:  Share God’s Word in worship 

Greeter:  Welcome and provide bulle-
tins to worshippers. 

Coffee Hour Host:  Make the coffee 
and provide a snack. Get a friend to 
help set up and clean up! 

Tech Deacon:  Learn to operate the 
cameras and livestream the worship 

mailto:jcookie4@hotmail.com


 



 

We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you find 
nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
tion.  

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-
chure from the pew racks and fill out a Connect Card and place it in 

the offering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers 
following the worship service.  

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.   

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of 
prayer, please fill out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the 
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of 
prayer. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the 
door at the front right of the church.  

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Senior Pastor 
Rev.Peter@fcchanover.org 

Chad Weirick, Minister of Music 
Cweirick@aol.com 

Janet Cook, Director of Education 
jcookie4@hotmail.com  

Pete Jansky, Sexton 
office@fcchanover.org 

Susan Vetterlein, Administrator 
office@fcchanover.org 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper 
firstconghanover@gmail.com 

Church Building: 547 Hanover Street, Hanover, Mass. 02339  
Offices: 17 Silver Street, Suite 201, Hanover, Mass. 02339  

(781) 826-4762 ❖  www.FCCHanover.org  ❖ Office@FCCHanover.org  


