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Church of Hanover
United Church of Christ

We Strive to Be a Church that Welcomes All and Empowers All in
Christ to Share Their God Given Talents.

February 01, 2026 9:30 a.m.



*Please stand, as you are able.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship
Leader: Children of God, when fears press in on every side, we can proclaim with
confidence:
People: God is our light and salvation! Whom shall we fear?
Leader: When our problems overwhelm us, and we feel pressed in on every side, we
can declare with confidence:
People: God is the stronghold of our lives! Of whom shall we be afraid?
Leader: No matter the troubles we face, we seek after God and to live in the house
of God forever.
People: God shelters and protects us in the day of trouble.
Leader: Come, let us worship God with joy, for God is our light and salvation!
People: We come to worship as bearers of the Light. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Opening Hymn How Great Thou Art Blue Hymnal #33
Prayer of Confession
God, our Light and our Love,
When we forget the prayer you love—To show compassion and care for those in
need: Christ, have mercy.
When we forget the rituals you require—To create relationships of
righteousness and peace:
Lord have mercy. Amen.

Assurance of Grace

Leader: Hear the good news: Through Jesus Christ, we are accepted, loved and
forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Anthem

Scripture Readings

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life; of whom shall | be afraid? One thing | asked of the Lord; this | seek: to live in
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
inquire in his temple. For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will
conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock. Now my head is
lifted up above my enemies all around me, and | will offer in his tent sacrifices with



shouts of joy; | will sing and make melody to the Lord.

Hear, O Lord, when | cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! “Come,” my heart
says, “seek his facel” Your face, Lord, do | seek. Do not hide your face from me. Do not
turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off; do
not forsake me, O God of my salvation!

Matthew 4:12-23
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and
Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee
of the gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those
who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus
began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. And he said
to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.” Inmediately they left their
nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their
nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed
him.
Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people.
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Sermon Rev. Peter Johnston

*Sermon Hymn Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult Blue Hymnal #337
Prayer cards will be collected during the singing of the hymn

The Offertory
Invitation to Giving
Offertory
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Dedication



A Time of Prayer
Call to Prayer
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Lord, hear my prayer. Come and lis - ten to me.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Communion Hymn One Bread, One Body Blue Hymnal #393
The Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Lift up your hearts

People: We lift them up to God.

Minister: Let us give thanks to God most high.

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Minister: Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and

distant as the farthest star, we thank you for your constant love
for all you have made. We praise you for Christ's birth, life,
death and resurrection and for the calling forth of your church
for its mission. Therefore, with angels and archangels, we praise
your Holy Name by saying:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.



The Prayer of Consecration

Sharing the Bread and Cup

The Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Closing Hymn Dear Lord, Embracing Humankind  Blue Hymnal #594
*Benediction

Postlude

Please stay for the
CONGREGATIONAL Al}nual Meeting
gl in the Vestry
Following the worship service

onday s Deroants
The flowers are given by the Flower Committee.
The Lay Reader is Christine Nelson.
Coffee Hour is hosted by the Larsons.
The Deacon of the month is Bob Meader.
The steeple lighting for February is given by Mary Lou in memory of Mark Gifford.
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John the Baptist



Clor Poisyor Ui

Family and friends of VA nurse Alex Pretti,
murdered in Minneapolis by ICE

Those on the 2300 mile Walk for Peace
from Texas to DC

The Fiske family on the passing of Elsie
Whitman, who was a second mother to Lee

The George and Alice Lowe family on the
passing of their son Steven

The family of Norman, Linda Gilardi's
brother, who passed January 5

Sue Conant, at home with the flu

Kevin, Deb Spratley’s son-in-law, health
emergency

Kathy Talbot, dealing with hernia
Carolyn Frattalone, at home

Virginia May, wife of Gary, is in hospice
Kim, sister of Debbie Patt, with cancer
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Congratulations to Deb and Richard Zawalich
on the birth of their twin grandsons, Matthew

and Edward.
(Representative image)

Bobby Fitzgerald, friend of Ruth Hall,
undergoing cancer treatments

Bob Berry, recovering at home

Kenny, friend of the Larsons, entering
hospice

Barbara Itz, at BrightView in N. Andover
Lars Donabedian, friend of Ruth Hall,
diagnosed with cancer

Continue Our Prayers for Those with
Long-Term Needs:

Lynn White, at the Pat Roche Hospice Home
in Hingham

Kerri, Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,
brain cancer

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth
Tarnauskas, with cancer

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione
Irene & Wally Reed
Ericka Penney

Happy 103rd Birthday to Elisabeth
Meader's mother, Doris Fredrickson.
Her birthday is tomorrow, February 2nd.




Blanket
the World
in Love

From February 1 through February 22
you can purchase a blanket for just $10
in support of the Church World Service
Blanket ministry. These blankets are
used to provide warmth, shelter, and to
carry items, etc. for our neighbors who
have experienced homelessness or a
natural disaster. Drop by the Outreach
& Service table in the church vestry.
Your $10 goes a long way in providing
much-needed comfort to families facing
difficult circumstances. When they re-
ceive a CWS Blanket, they are reminded
that they are seen, loved and cared for.
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Warm Up Coffee Hour
and Mitten Drive,
February 8

The children and CE Committee invite
you to join us next Sunday, February
8th at our Warm Up Coffee Hour.

In addition to serving our yummy home
baked treats, we'll be collecting hats,
mittens, gloves, and scarves to be do-
nated to Friends of the Homeless of the
South Shore.

Let's all work together to support our
Outreach and Service with CWS Blanket
Sundays and needed winter items for
the homeless.

Minister’s Tea
February 11 at 3:00 pm

You are invited to
tea with Rev. Peter
Johnston on N
Wednesday, Febru- ;=
ary 11. The event :
takes place in the
vestry (under the é =i
sanctuary) from R—
3:00-4:30 p.m. This is a time when
members of the church family can sit
and enjoy delicious treats with good
company. Please plan on joining in, and
feel free to bring a neighborl

£ v

Ash Wednesday
Soup Supper and Service
on February 18

We will celebrate Ash Wednesday with
a soup supper at 6 pm at the church
followed by the Ash Wednesday Service
at 7 pm. The supper is free to alll

To donate a soup or bread,
please contact Linda Gilardi

(garygilardi@icloud.com).



We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you find

d !‘ M) nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
. tion.
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If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-

chure from the pew racks and fill out a Connect Card and place it in
the offering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers
following the worship service.

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of
prayer, please fill out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of
prayer.

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the
door at the front right of the church.

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.)
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