
 

We Strive to Be a Church that Welcomes All and Empowers All in 
Christ to Share their God Given Talents. 

January 11, 2026 9:30 a.m. 



 

*Please stand, as you are able.  

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements    

Call to Worship  

Leader: Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.  
People: We come to be cleansed and made whole.  
Leader: Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ life as baptized people.  
People: We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of 
God.  
Leader: Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and 
salvation life.  
People: We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence to 
live together as the family of God.  
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

*Opening Hymn                       Holy, Holy, Holy!           Red Hymnal #251 
                  
 

 Morning Prayer  
   Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus, you revealed him to be your Son, and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 
faithful to their calling as your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 

Time for All Ages                  Rev. Peter  
 

Anthem 
 

Scripture Readings 

Psalm 29  
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe 
to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor. The voice of 
the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. The voice of 
the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. He makes Lebanon 
skip like a calf and Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice of the Lord Ĉashes forth 
Ĉames of ćre. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the 
wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl and strips the 
forest bare, and in his temple all say, “Glory!” The Lord sits enthroned over the Ĉood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. May the Lord give strength to his people! May 
the Lord bless his people with peace! 

Baptism of Our Lord Sunday  



 
Matthew 3:13-17  
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulćll all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as 
he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was  

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sermon                                                                    Rev. Peter  
               

*Sermon Hymn                            Fairest Lord Jesus                   Red Hymnal #227 
            Prayer cards will be collected during the singing of the hymn   
 

The Offertory 

 Invitation to Giving  

 OĄertory  
 *Doxology       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

     Prayer of Dedication  

A Time of Prayer   

 Call to Prayer                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 



   Pastoral Prayer 

 Lord’s Prayer (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

*Closing Hymn      Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing          Red Hymnal #63 

*Benediction 

Postlude 

Winter Warmth 
Our congregation continues to support the Brockton homeless shelter, Father Bill’s & 

MainSpring. Many thanks to the Diaconate for providing the January meal for MainSpring 

House. They delivered all the ćxings for a chicken casserole and vegetables.  

Thank you also to Bob Cluett for his recent monetary donation to MainSpring to provide 

a future meal for MainSpring.  

Sunday’s Servants 
The steeple lighting for January is given by the Berrys in honor of the 

church family supporting Bob with cards and prayers. 

The Ĉowers are given by the Flower Committee. 

The Lay Reader is Al Alexander. 

The Deacon of the month is Bob Meader. 

CoĄee Hour is hosted by Priscilla Cedrone 



 

Our Prayer List 
The family of Norman, Linda Gilardi’s 
brother, who passed January 5 

Lynn White, recovering at home from 
broken hip and wrist 
 

Bob Sigsby, recovering at home  
 

Barbara Itz, now at BrightView,  
175 Turnpike St, Apt 419,  
N. Andover MA 01845 
 

Lars Donabedian, friend of Ruth Hall, 
diagnosed with cancer 

Bob Berry, recovering at home  
 

Kenny, entering hospice 

Continue Our Prayers for Those with 
Long-Term Needs:  

Lynn White, in hospice at home  

Kerri,  Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,  
brain cancer 

Laura Delaplain’s sister Cathy, with multiple 
myeloma 

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth  
Tarnauskas, with cancer 
 

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione   

Irene & Wally Reed 

Ericka Penney  

Thursday AA Christmas Card 



 
Call to Annual Meeting 

     

 

ANNUAL MEETING CALL  

        January 18, 2026 

 

TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
HANOVER,  U.C.C.:  

You are hereby warned and notićed that the Annual Meeting will take place 
on Sunday February 1, 2026, after the 9:30 am Service of  Worship for the 
following purpose: 

  

To hear and approve the Minutes of  the Annual meeting of   
February 2, 2025 

To receive the reports of  the Oącers, Boards and Committees 

To receive the reports of  the Aąliated Organizations of  the Church 

To act on the proposed Church Budget for 2026 

To hear and act on the report of  the Nominating Committee 

To transact any other business that may legally come before the 
meeting. 

 

Signed  

Virginia Hunt-Burbine 
Moderator 
 

Cynthia Price-Taylor 
Church Clerk 



 

Celebrate Barbara 
Barbara Itz’ 98th birthday is 

January 26. We would like to 

Ĉood her mailbox with cards from her 

church family!  Her address is: 

Barbara Itz 
BrightView 
175 Turnpike St, Apt 419  
N. Andover MA 01845 

Have You Made a Pledge? 
It’s never too late to make a pledge! 

Prayerfully consider your pledge, and 

place the completed card in the oĄering 

plate at your convenience. 

Upcoming Event 
· Pictionary Potluck, Friday, January 16 at 6pm in the vestry  

· Fire Department CPR and AED Training, Sunday January 18 at 11:30 

· Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 1 

·  

You Want to Give, but How? 
OĄering Envelopes are available in the Vestry. They are in alphabetical  
order, so look for your name. 

If you have not used envelopes in the past, but would like to do so, 
please feel free to take any packet that does not have a name on the 
spine.  When you use them, please write your name on the envelope so 
that the  Counters and Treasurer can match your name with the enve-
lope number. 

Thank you for your faithful giving, whether you use envelopes, cash, 
checks, or electronic giving through Vanco! 



 

We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you ćnd 
nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
tion.  

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-
chure from the pew racks and ćll out a Connect Card and place it in 

the oĄering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers 
following the worship service.  

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.   

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of 
prayer, please ćll out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the 
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of 
prayer. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the 
door at the front right of the church.  

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Peter @FCCHanover.org 

Chad Weirick, Minister of Music 
Cweirick@aol.com 

Janet Cook, Director of Education 
jcookie4@hotmail.com  

Pete Jansky, Sexton 
oące@fcchanover.org 

Susan Vetterlein, Administrator 
oące@fcchanover.org 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper 
ćrstconghanover@gmail.com 

Church Building: 547 Hanover Street, Hanover, Mass. 02339  
Offices: 17 Silver Street, Suite 201, Hanover, Mass. 02339  

(781) 826-4762 v  www.FCCHanover.org  v Office@FCCHanover.org  


