
 

We Strive to Be a Church that Welcomes All and Empowers All in 
Christ to Share their God Given Talents. 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
January 4, 2026 9:30 a.m. 



 

*Please stand, as you are able.  

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements    

Call to Worship  

Leader: Arise! Shine! The light you have been waiting for is here! 
People: Darkness has been banished! 
Leader: God's light of hope Ĉoods the earth 
People: God's light comes to us all. 
Leader: Lord, make us ready to journey to this Light. 
People: Prepare our hearts to receive this Light. Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

*Opening Hymn                       We Three Kings          Red Hymnal #143 
                  
 

 Prayer of Confession 
   Lord of living light, we hear the story of the Magi and tie it together with our 
warm Christmas celebration. It feels comfortable to us. Break those bonds of 
comfort and help us to realize the risk of witness and discipleship for those who 
follow your light. Shine brightly in us and through us. Forgive the blindness we so 
often offer to you. Give us vision for what you would have us be and do in the 
Light of Your Love Amen.   
 

Assurance of Grace 
Minister:  Hear the good news: Through Jesus Christ, we are accepted, loved and 
  forgiven. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 

Anthem 
 

Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For 
darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the Lord will arise 
upon you,  and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light and 
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Epiphany Sunday and Communion 



 
Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet:  

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 

for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 

pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place 

where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they oĄered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was  

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sermon                                                                    Rev. Peter  
               

*Sermon Hymn          What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright      Red Hymnal #144 
            Prayer cards will be collected during the singing of the hymn   
 

The Offertory 

 Invitation to Giving  
 OĄertory  

 *Doxology       
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

     Prayer of Dedication  
 

 

 

 

 



  A Time of Prayer   

 Call to Prayer                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 Lord’s Prayer (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

*Communion Hymn                   Let Us Break Bread Together      Red Hymnal #288 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 Minister:  Lift up your hearts 
 People:  We lift them up to God. 
 Minister:  Let us give thanks to God most high. 
 People:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.       
 Minister:   Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as  
  the farthest star, we thank you for your constant love for all you  
  have made.  We praise you for Christ's birth, life, death and resurrection 
  and for the calling forth of your church for its mission. Therefore, with 
  angels and archangels, we praise your Holy Name by saying: 
 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth 
   are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 



 
The Prayer of Consecration 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

*Closing Hymn                    As With Gladness                      Red Hymnal #119 

*Benediction 

Postlude 



 

Our Prayer List 
The families of the students killed at Brown 
University 

The families of those killed in Australia 
while celebrating Hanukkah 

The family of Eileen Garvin, Pam Hoyes’ 
mother, who passed on December 10 

The family of Dr. Brad Moses, veterinary 
friend of Hal Thomas, who passed Nov 27  

The family of Peter Rittling, friend of Ruth 
Hall, who passed December 6 

Jim Delaplain and Marilee Bengtson on the 
sudden loss of their 34 yr. old son, Jamie 

The families of Carmela, cousin of Patti 
MacLennan, and of Lindy, who passed 

Norman, Linda Gilardi’s brother, back in ICU 

and having surgery  

Heather, Bob Cluett’s daughter, attacked 
December 11 

Barbara Itz, now in Assisted Living in 
North Andover 
 

Lars Donabedian, friend of Ruth Hall, 
diagnosed with cancer 
 

Bob Berry, at home with COVID 

 

Continue Our Prayers for Those with 
Long-Term Needs:  

Lynn White, in hospice at home  

Kerri,  Bill & Patti MacLennan’s daughter,  
brain cancer 
 

Laura Delaplain’s sister Cathy, with multiple 
myeloma 

Donald, brother-in-law of MaryBeth  

Tarnauskas, with cancer 
 

Rick, brother of Dennis Falcione   

Irene & Wally Reed 

Ericka Penney  



 

Sunday’s Servants 
The Ĉowers are given by the Flower Committee. 

The Lay Reader is Lee Fiske. 

The Deacon of the month is Bob Meader. 

CoĄee Hour is hosted by Adrianne RaĄerty. 

 

Committee Reports  
Committee Reports for the Annual Report 

are due immediately. Please send your 

report in a Word document to Debby 

Zawalich (drzawalich@outlook.com) 

Have You Made a Pledge? 
It’s never too late to make a pledge! 

Prayerfully consider your pledge, and 

place the completed card in the oĄering 

plate at your convenience. 

Upcoming Events 

· Labryrinth Walk, Sunday, January 4  
inside Riley Hall, following the service 

· Pictionary Potluck, Friday, January 16 at 6pm in the vestry  



 

We are grateful that you are with us this morning. We hope you ćnd 
nurture in our worship and warmth in the fellowship of our congrega-
tion.  

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please take a bro-
chure from the pew racks and ćll out a Connect Card and place it in 

the oĄering plate, or hand it to a minister. Please take a moment to meet the ministers 
following the worship service.  

Large print copies of the bulletins are available from the ushers.   

We are a praying church. If you would like to lift joys or concerns during the time of 
prayer, please ćll out a prayer card found in the pews. These will be collected during the 
second hymn, and read by the minister. You may also lift names aloud during the time of 
prayer. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level of the church. There is an elevator behind the 
door at the front right of the church.  

Join us! Following worship, you are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshment down-
stairs in the Vestry. (Just follow the crowd.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Peter @FCCHanover.org 

Chad Weirick, Minister of Music 
Cweirick@aol.com 

Janet Cook, Director of Education 
jcookie4@hotmail.com  

Pete Jansky, Sexton 
oące@fcchanover.org 

Susan Vetterlein, Administrator 
oące@fcchanover.org 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper 
ćrstconghanover@gmail.com 

Church Building: 547 Hanover Street, Hanover, Mass. 02339  
Offices: 17 Silver Street, Suite 201, Hanover, Mass. 02339  

(781) 826-4762 v  www.FCCHanover.org  v Office@FCCHanover.org  


