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OUR VISION STATEMENT 
We strive to be a church that 
welcomes all and empowers all 
in Christ to share their God-given 
talents.  
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a community of inclusive 
love that has no walls or barriers, 
where all who enter are loved, 
respected, and accepted for who 
they are, reaching beyond social 
class, gender, race and sexual 
orientation, welcoming all into 
our circle of love. We are a 
community of growth and 
transformation that is not 
content with the status quo but a 
community filled with the love 
and compassion of Christ, and an 
overwhelming desire to share 
that love. We are a community 
committed to not only praying 
together, on Sunday mornings, 
but putting our faith into action 
daily.  

The  

The Newsletter of First Congregational Church of Hanover, United Church of Christ 

On the Eve of Lent 

Dear Friends, 

I write this on Thursday, the morning after our Ash Wednesday service. 
Last night, we enjoyed a delicious and varied selection of soups and 
breads to sustain ourselves at the end of a long day, and to enjoy the fel-
lowship of our church members and friends.  

At the service upstairs, we were treated to the music that Laura Delaplain 
provided on her flute, as the church came forward to receive their ashes. 
We prayed together, 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  
May these ashes be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence,  

so we may remember that only by your gracious gift are we given  
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

The word “Lent” comes from the ancient English word for “lengthening” – 
the lengthening of days, symbolizing the pattern of new life which emerg-
es during the season of Spring. Flowers, new-born lambs, baby chicks and 
Easter eggs all speak of the springing up of new life. The Church uses re-
minders of life around us as signs and symbols of the New Life won for us 
by the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Traditionally during Lent, penance, fasting, abstinence, and other  
spiritual disciplines were the outward sign of the inner conversion needed 
during the life of the Christian as a preparation for the high point of the 
Easter celebration: Christ overcoming death in glorious resurrection.  

Lent is a time set aside to aid us. Let us rejoice in this opportunity to lift 
our eyes, thanking God for all that we have. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

Rev. Peter Johnston, Senior Pastor 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I sit here at my desk, looking out onto this 
snowy morning, feeling sorry for myself because I 
have COVID and won’t be with you the first Sunday 
of Lent, I am asking myself what will I write about 
for faith formation in the Spire this month? I didn’t 
want to write an article just about what the 
youngest members of the church family will be 
experiencing and engaging in during Lent because 
I believe each of us is learning and being formed in 
our faith, regardless of age. Maturing in faith is a 
process across our whole life span, and so I offer 
the following. 
 

The forty days of Lent, which is a liturgical fasting 
season that extends from Ash Wednesday for forty 
days, because we omit Sundays, which are 
considered “little Easters” and are fasting 
days. The liturgical color for Lent is purple, 
representing this religious season of fasting, 
penance, almsgiving, and prayer. The church’s 
altars, lecterns, and pulpits are adorned with 
purple paraments. The symbolism of the color 
purple in this context has to do with penitence, 
remembrance, royalty, and spiritual wealth. Purple 
is linked to Jesus leading up to his crucifixion in 
John 19:2: "And the soldiers platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him 
a purple robe…”   The last week of Lent begins 
with Palm Sunday, The final week of Lent also 
offers the sacred days of Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday.  
 

Christians are invited to the observance of a holy 
Lent through spiritual practices such as prayer, 
fasting, scripture study, and alms giving. The 
Transfiguration ends Epiphany and Lent begins 
with Jesus’ temptation and forty days in the 
wilderness. This story is a great gift as it allows us 
to contemplate the temptations of Jesus. This 
beautiful story helps us to learn more about who 
Jesus was, and the kind of Messiah he chose to be. 
Jesus could be a Messiah on his own terms, or on 
God’s terms – and, thankfully, he chose the latter! 
The way Jesus handled these temptations tells us a 

lot about who Jesus is – and isn’t – and also 
reveals a lot about the nature of God.  It also 
allows Jesus’ victory over temptation to inspire 
and strengthen us to face our own 
temptations.  
 

As I think about it, I ask myself, “How are you 
tempted away from allegiance to God today? 
How can you overcome those temptations?” It 
is easy to see how Jesus overcame evil – he 
quoted Scripture. He had immersed himself in 
God’s ways and values to such an extent that 
he could easily recognize these deceptions 
when they came. It brings me back to the end 
of the Transfiguration story where God’s voice 
says, “listen to him.”  During this Lent may we 
each make time to prepare ourselves for 
temptation by immersing ourselves in reading 
the Gospels to hear through them Jesus calling 
each of us, to take up our cross, and follow 
him. As we read these Holy words may God fill 
our hearts and lives with a vision of Christ’s 
values and purposes.  My prayer for you and 
for me this Lent is a simple one, “ Dear Jesus, 
help us to listen to what you say and follow 
your example of being a servant. Amen.”  
 

The children’s Lenten faith formation 
experience will incorporate the stories of the 
Gospels of Matthew and John.  These stories 
will be reinforced in multiple ways of learning, 
including games, crafts, art, and puzzles. They 
will be learning the Lord’s Prayer, more 
worship etiquette, and creating ways to “love 
their neighbors as themselves.”  
 

Blessings on your Lenten journey……. 
 
 
 
 
 

Shalom with love always, 
Elsa Marshall 
Minister of Faith Formation 



 

Youth Fellowship: March 2023 News 
 

 
 
 

 

All Middle School and High School Students are welcome to join at any time! You are also more than 
welcome to bring a friend! Please reach out to Kristyn Falcione (Youth Director) if you have any ques-
tions, comments, or concerns. Her email address is kfalcione57@gmail.com.   

Youth Fellowship Joins Hanover Scouts’ Food Packaging Fundraiser: 
End Hunger New England  

Our Youth Fellowship will be joining the Hanover Scouts to package food for The Outreach Project on 
March 26th. The mission for this project is to end hunger in New England. The money we collect will go 
towards the food that is being packaged. The Youth Fellowship are collecting donations now through 
March 19th.  
 

How to donate: via PayPal; via Venmo; or you can make a check payable to The Outreach Program with 
“Hanover Scouts/EndHungerNE” in the memo. You may put your donation in the collection plate in an 
envelope labeled “The Outreach Project”. Friends and family can donate via PayPal, Venmo, and check 
at www.endhungerne.org, but must include “Hanover Scouts” in the memo of any donation- so it is 
credited to our packing. Since we are joining the Hanover Scouts, this time slot is under “Hanover 
Scouts”.   
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Kristyn Falcione (kfalcione57@gmail.com). 
 

Venmo: https://account.venmo.com/u/EndHungerNE (account is @endhungerne)  

Meeting Date 
  

Activity 

  
March 12th: 11:00am 

· St. Patrick’s Day Social 
· Please join us for some St. Patrick’s Day 

activities, fellowship, and refreshments 
  

March 26th: 12:00-2:00pm 
· Food Packaging 
· Kristyn will be in contact with those youth 

who are interested 
· Location: 203 Oak St. Pembroke, MA, 

Awning #7 



 



 

Ministry at Benchmark 
 



 

Hold the Dates/ 
Mark Your  

Calendars … 
 
 

For 2023, Quarterly Church Cabinet Meetings 
will be held on: 
·        March 2, 2023 
·        June 1, 2023 
·        September 7, 2023 
·        December 7, 2023 
All Church Cabinet meetings are in the Vestry 
and will start promptly at 7PM. 

If we need to hold a June Congregational Meet-
ing to revise/update the 2023 Operating Budg-
et, or for other church business, the meeting 
date will tentatively be Sunday, June 25th, imme-
diately following the Worship service. 

Regards, 
Jim Hoyes – Church Moderator 

From the Church Moderator 

I am happy to report that we held an exciting and 
productive Annual Meeting of the congregation of 
FCC of Hanover on Sunday, February 19, 2023. We 
far exceeded our quorum requirement of 25 with 
over 50 congregation members participating. We 
conducted the following business at the meeting: 

·   Approved the Minutes from the February 2022 
Annual Meeting 

·   Accepted the 2022 Reports from Staff, the Church 
Clerk and Committees 

·   Accepted the 2022 Financial Reports 

·   Approved the 2023 Operating (Non-Restricted) 
Budget of $271,771 

·   Noted for the Minutes that the Restricted 2023 
Budgets for Outreach & Service and Building Fund 
(Trustees Budget) are $19,801 and $23,337 respec-
tively. These figures are in addition to the Operating 
Budget and reflect 2023 pledged amounts. 

·   Approved, with the changes discussed in the 
meeting, the 2023 Nominating Committee Report 

We will monitor the monthly financial results and re-
convene for a Congregational Meeting in June, if 
needed. 
 
I would like to give a big “thank you” to all the con-
gregation members who participated in the Annual 
Meeting; to Church Staff, the Church Clerk and Com-
mittees for compiling the 2022 reports; to Deb 
Springhetti, the Finance Committee and Carol Gillis 
for the detailed financial inputs; to Rev. Peter for his 
many inputs and guidances; and to Deb Zawalich 
and Susan Vetterlein for coordinating and compiling 
the final Annual Report. 

Blame It on the 
Clavinova 

As you know, the Clavinova 
piano in the church is slowly 
breaking down. We are for-
tunate that Chad can work 
around the keys that have 
stopped working. With this 

in mind, the music committee traveled to Fal-
cetti’s in Natick to investigate a new instru-
ment.  The one we all agreed on sells at $4999 
with a delivery charge of $150. No tax is in-
volved. It’s a good instrument that will serve the 
congregation well for many years. It does not 
require tuning and that is a big savings. With 
this in mind, donations will be accepted to add 
to what was budgeted for the instrument.  If you 
would like to contribute, please make your 
check out to FCC Hanover and print “Clavinova” 
on the memo line. 
Thank you for your support of our wonderful 
music!  



 

Habitat News 
 

You Don’t Have to 
Swing a Hammer to 
Build a Home. Volunteer 
to be a South Shore 
Habitat Ambassador 

 

South Shore Habitat for 
Humanity needs Ambassadors as “Site Greet-
ers” to greet the volunteers at its current build 
site at 302-304 Whiting Street in Hingham and 
its future build site at 808 Jerusalem Road in 
Cohasset. 

Being a Site Greeter is an enriching experience 
that provides the opportunity to give back to 
the community while helping to build safe, 
healthy, and affordable homes for local families 
in need. It is truly a heartwarming act of kind-
ness. 

Each Build Day a Site Greeter welcomes the vol-
unteers, provides a brief orientation, and then 
helps volunteers have a good experience. Train-
ing is provided to guide you through the Site 
Greeter steps. 

As a Site Greeter you have the chance to help 
as often or as infrequently as suits your sched-
ule.  

Currently Build Days in Hingham on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays. Site Greeters are 
needed in Hingham from April to June, and 
then the second half of the year in Cohasset. 

If you want to learn more about becoming a 
Site Greeter or other Habitat volunteer opportu-
nities, please contact Volunteer Coordinator 
Janice Richards at 781-337-7744 x130 or 
jrichards@sshabitat.org. 

The generous donation of your time supports 
Habitat in its mission to provide strength, secu-
rity, and stability through shelter.  

Ken Cheo 

All Church 
Committees and 
Church Boards! 

We held our Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, February 19, 
2023. So now, our 

Committees and Boards need to meet to begin 
operationalizing plans and programs for 2023. 
As per our Bylaws, Committees and Boards need 
to meet by March 5th to elect and Chairperson(s). 
In some cases, Committees and Boards will need 
to select and assign a member as a delegate to 
another Committee or Board (for example, the 
Finance Committee needs to elect a member as 
Chairperson and assign a member as delegate to 
the Investment Committee and assign a member 
as delegate to the Stewardship Committee). 

Please be sure to let Susan Vetterlein in the 
Church Office (office@fcchanover.org), Church 
Clerk Irene MacAskill (irenewd510@gmail.com) and 
Church Moderator Jim Hoyes (jeh56@iCloud.com) 
know who is elected Chair and who is assigned to 
other positions. 

As a resource, the Church Bylaws for your 
Committee or Board are available on the Church 
website (www.fcchanover.org) under the 
Governance section. 

For reference, the specific wording of the Bylaw 
related to holding initial Committee and Board 
Meetings following Annual Meeting is: 

Within two (2) weeks after election at the Annual 
Meeting, all boards and committees shall meet 
and review pertinent by-laws and select a 
chairperson. The chairperson shall advise the 
Moderator, Vice Moderator, Church Clerk and 
church secretary of the name of the newly elected 
chairperson. 

When possible the immediate past chairperson 
shall be the convener. In all other cases, the 
senior duly elected member as it appears on the 
Nominating Committee's Report of the Annual 
Report shall be the convener. 



 

Heifer Project 
Update 

We are happy to announce 
that we will be sending $500 
to Heifer for the purchase of 
the following:   
  

Gift of Clean Water (300)    
Two Biogas Stoves (100)   
Share of a Heifer (50)  
Flock of Chicks (20)  
Honeybees (30) 
 
Outreach and Service took in $103 from cans/
bottles and $144 from Christmas Cards. They 
voted to donate an additional $253 to bring the 
total to $500. A warm thanks to all who 
participated in both or one of these projects. 
 

Just a reminder that we continue to collect 
redeemable cans/bottles (box located in Riley 
Hall across from the kitchen) throughout the 
year. We also remove the fliptops from the cans 
and send them along to the Masons in Hanover. 
They in turn send them in to the Shriners,   who 
use the funding to help transport children to 
their hospitals. If you collect just the tabs, you 
may put them in the plastic jug outside the rest 
room in the church vestry. 
 

Easter Lily Orders 

Now is the time to place your orders for Easter lilies to decorate the altar on Easter, 
April 9.  Members of the Flower Committee will be in the Vestry during coffee hour on 
March 19 and March 26 accepting orders. Or, use the form below and either give it to 
a member of the Flower Committee (Glenda Larson and Janet Cook) or return it to the 

church office (17 Silver St, Ste 201, Hanover MA  02339).  

The price is $10.00 each.  No orders can be accepted after March 28.   How many? ____  

 

Given by:______________________________________________________________________________ 

In (Memory/Honor of: ____________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 On Easter: 
  I will take _______     Give to Homebound________  
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

The Outreach and 
Service committee 
will collect donations 
on March 5th for 
Church World Service 
blankets in the vestry after the service. These 
blankets are used world wide and will be espe-
cially beneficial to many displaced folks who 
have suffered from recent natural disasters.   

One Great Hour of Sharing will take place on the 
third Sunday of Lent, March 12. Please use the 
envelopes in the pew holders. When you give to 
OGHS, you deploy resources to people in need 
all around the world, and in our own communi-
ties. When disaster strikes, love responds. Your 
giving restores hope. 



 

To submit items for the Bulle n and the Spire, 
please e-mail fully composed ar cles to 

office@FCCHanover.org 

To submit events to the calendar, please send 
them to office@FCCHanover.org 



 

The Spire 

First Congregational Church of Hanover 

United Church of Christ 

17 Silver St., Suite 201 

                       Hanover, MA 02339 

 

St. Patrick’s Tea 
You are invited to tea with the pastor 

On Wednesday, March 15th, you are all invited to a special St. Patrick’s Day (before) tea. The event 
takes place in the vestry (under the church) from 3:00-4:30 p.m.  

If you would like to gather with Rev. Peter and your church family, this is an early spring time for warm 
beverages, snacks and fellowship.  

We will make this a monthly event.  

 


