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Rev. Eric’s Corner

OUR VISION STATEMENT
We strive to be a church
that welcomes all and
empowers all in Christ to
share their God given
talents.
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community of
inclusive love that has no
walls or barriers, where all
who enter are loved,
respected, and accepted for
who they are, reaching
beyond social class, gender,
race, and sexual orientation,
welcoming all into our circle
of love. We are a
community of growth and
transformation that is not
content with the status quo
but a community filled with
the love and compassion of
Christ, and an overwhelming
desire to share that love. We
are a community committed
to not only praying together
on Sunday mornings, but
putting our faith into action
daily.
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A Simple Thank You

I want to begin by simply saying thank you to all who make regular dona/ons to
the body of Christ on Hanover Street. Your generosity contributes to the long standing
success of our community of faith. Because of your commitment to the ministry of this
congrega/on, we are an eﬀec/ve witness to Jesus Christ. I am grateful for you, and for the
example you set on what it means to be a faithful steward. I know many of you make
many sacriﬁces to be generous. Every /me Colleen and I see the $500 a month come out
of our checking account to support the church we are reminded we are not alone in giving
sacriﬁcially.
As we know as people of faith, giving to others is such a joy. Being a partner in
movements that change the lives of individuals and enrich our community is so
sa/sfying. That is a secret I wish more people could discover for themselves! Our ﬁnancial
gi>s do remarkable things when they are transformed into ministry and mission.
I am especially proud of the incredible ministry this church has experienced just
over the past 10 months, which includes hos/ng a missionary from South Africa, being the
church that helped play a part in three young men becoming Eagle Scouts, recrui/ng a full
team of Deacons which include three high school students, a thri> shop that welcomes
dozens of people a week with a welcoming spirit, a Sunday School program willing to try
new ideas, and the list goes on.
The church is needed more than ever during these disturbing /mes, where civility,
compromise, and integrity seem to be values of the past. The church, which li>s up the
values of love and respect for all, provides that vital counterbalance in a society ﬁlled with
violence and hatred. The only way the church can provide this counterbalance is through
generous hearts. The church has no other source of support except you!
Our God is a generous God – A God who has been revealed in Jesus as the One who
deeply and passionately loves us. Our God is a God of grace – who changes us, and
through us, changes the world. As the scripture says, "From God's fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace." - John 1:16.
Grace is a gi> or act that is undeserved and expects nothing back. This is the heart
of our faith: receiving and sharing the Gospel's layers of grace. Kindness topped by
generosity overlaid with forgiveness, and pa/ence piled on. I want to invite you to join the
Stroshine family in living out God's grace in the decision to be generous in the size of our
ﬁnancial gi> in 2019.
Giving generously does not simply happen – it is the result of
faith in God's grace, trust, inten/onal choices, and a life of discipline.
Please plan to be with us for Commitment Sunday on November 18.
Not only will we pledge our support to Christ’s church for 2019, but
we will join together during and a>er worship in a church-wide event
to celebrate the abundance of God's grace.
Your gifts provide a special place for a father
and daughter to pray
1

GROWING IN FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN CHURCH LEADERSHIP, MEMBERS, & LEADERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
CONFERENCE OVER POLITICAL STANCES
For many years there have been conversa/ons at Deacon and Cabinet mee/ngs about the poli/cal posi/ons taken
by leaders and delegates of the MassachuseJs and Na/onal Conference. Some FCC Hanover church members believe
that the posi/ons are troublesome and the rhetoric inﬂammatory. Some church members perceive this as not encouraging an environment of civility, modera/on, and the acceptance of mul/ple ideas. In June of this year this issue became
more in the forefront a>er the Boston Globe published an ar/cle which stated, “Delegates represen/ng about 600 United Church of Christ congrega/ons in MassachuseJs, Rhode Island, and Connec/cut voted in June to form an alliance to
join together to help launch an organized, progressive Chris/an voice to counter right-wing religious forces in US poli/cs.”
While Rev. Eric was on sabba/cal this past summer Moderator Jamaal Thompson did a superb job listening to concerns. It was decided that when Rev. Eric returned from sabba/cal a mee/ng would be arranged with Jamaal Thompson,
Rev. Eric, Rev. Don Remick (Transi/onal Interim Conference Minister of the MassachuseJs), and Rev. PaJy Kogut
(Associate Conference Minister of the Southern Area). A video conference mee/ng was held in October. Don and PaJy
were generous with their /me, listened to the concerns, told us about two books they suggested we read as a congrega/on, and Don’s willingness to come to the church and preach a sermon and have a conversa/on with church members
about their concerns. In response to the mee/ng Rev. Eric proposed an ini/al plan of possibly doing a sermon series on
one of the books suggested star/ng January 6 and then have Don come to the church and preach on a Sunday in February
or March. Plans are s/ll being discussed. Stay tuned for further updates.

WORSHIPPERS ENJOY SERMON SERIES ON COPING SKILLS AND SKITS ON PARABLE
Some of the email comments received from worshippers about the sermon series and skits are:
"As I said to you today, your sermons on the parables are speaking to many
in the congrega/on." - John Fox
♦ "Thanks for a great sermon today on the parable of the Good Samaritan." - Chris/ne Benoit
♦ "Praise God." - Child MaJhew Waugh a>er par/cipa/ng in a skit on the woman who lost a coin.
♦

EMBRACE GOD’S GRACE – FALL STEWARDSHIP THEME, JOIN US FOR COMMITMENT SUNDAY ON NOVEMBER 18
From God’s blessings we have all received, grace upon grace." - John 1:16
A favorite dessert in America is layered cake with every layer being sweet. In the Gospel of John it
states, "From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace." A beJer transla/on might be grace
under grace topped with more grace and grace piled on. Like a mouth-watering layered cake. Grace
– a gi> or act that is undeserved and expects nothing back. This is the heart of our faith: receiving and
sharing the Gospel's layers of grace. Shared Blessings topped by acts of blessings, mercy overlaid with
kindness, love, forgiveness and acceptance piled on.

“BUY A KEY” ON THE NEW CHURCH ORGAN
Our Congrega/on voted on October 28 to purchase a new organ. Funds to purchase the organ will come from the fair fund, special dona/ons and fundraisers.
Fund raising for the organ is underway. If you wish to donate, you may send a
check to the church oﬃce. Make it out to FCC Hanover and make a note on the
memo line for the “organ.” If you want to sign the piano key poster, see Ginny
Hunt or Ava Sigsby a>er church. If you wish to remain anonymous, that’s ﬁne, too.
Be advised that another stop on the organ is gone. Our intrepid organist can no
longer lower the volume. Earmuﬀs may be needed for a while!
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GROWING IN FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY IS ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Join us Sunday, November 4 at 9:30 am for All Saints Sunday. We will take /me in our service to remember those who have
passed and also remember those who le> legacy gi>s to the church.

SERMON SERIES ON BARBARA BROWN TAYLOR’S BOOK, AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD, TO BEGIN NOVEMBER 4
Join us for this sermon series where we will discover meaningful ways to see the sacred in small things we do,
and learn about coping skills that will allow us to deal with the challenges of life and ﬁnd strength and joy in
our journeys. Over twenty books have already been purchased. It is not too late to purchase a book for $10.
Sign up to purchase book on small table in vestry or put “book” next to your name on the Friendship Pad.

GET YOUR PHOTO DIRECTORIY!
The LifeTouch photo directories will be available in the vestry a>er church on Sunday, November 4. If
you are not able to take your directory, it will be mailed to you. The church has purchased addi/onal
copies. They are available for $5 each. A contact list without photos is also available. Please contact the
church oﬃce at 781 826-4762 to request these.

MERRIWEDS THEATER NIGHT - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Please join us for a performance of Norm Foster's Opening Night, directed by Will
Candler, at THE NORTH RIVER THEATER. The madcap an/cs start as Jack and Ruth
Tisdale celebrate their twenty-ﬁ>h wedding anniversary with an evening at the
theatre. It's a dream come true for Ruth and an imposi/on for Jack who would
rather be at home watching the World Series. Seats are $20. Performance is at 8
pm (Doors open at 7:10). Come early and bring an appe/zer. Beverages are available at the theater. If you would like to aJend, please contact Elaine Shea elainejshea@gmail.com or call H# 781-878-4688, C# 781-799-0692

SINGLES AND NEWCOMERS ARE WELCOME!

MOONLIGHTERS WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP TO FILL THANKSGIVING BASKETS
Just a reminder to contact Dayna Scribi (dscribi123@yahoo.com)if you are working at the Church Fair on November 3. Our next regular mee/ng will be Wednesday, November 14 (NOTE: this is the 2nd Wednesday) at 7:00 pm in Room 5 of
Riley Hall. At this /me we will be preparing baskets for shut-in members of our
church family. Please contact Dayna if you haven't signed up for items to be included in the baskets.

NEWCOMERS ARE WELCOME!
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
HANOVER HELPS THE HOMELESS
The October Mainspring House meal was prepared by Wayne and Cindy
Shaw. The delicious Sloppy Joes were a big hit, served over rice or a so>
bun with a side of corn and beans. Homemade blonde brownies were
described as “super awesome”! Dinner was delivered and served by
Karen Tripp and Ruth Hall. A BIG thank you to ALL!
If you oﬀer your food to the hungry, then your light shall rise in the darkness -Isaiah 58:10

THANKSGIVING FOOD GATHERING
NOVEMBER 4 and NOVEMBER 11
Our Congrega/on is collec/ng food for the Hanover Visi/ng Nurses to
be distributed to those in need in our community. Collec/on bags are
available on November 4. We will be collec/ng dona/ons on November 4 AND November 11 (both dates, because November
12 is a Holiday weekend). In addi/on to tradi/onal, non-perishable Thanksgiving Day items, they are also asking for peanut
buJer, school snacks, juice boxes and canned protein such as chicken or ham. Any dona/on is welcomed, thank you.

SAVE SHAW’S STAMPS AND BUILD STRONG FAMILIES
There is a big jar downstairs in the vestry with ribbons on it for collec/ng Shaw’s
stamps! When you shop at Shaw’s Supermarket and they ask you when you check
out if you are collec/ng the stamps for the food storage containers, please accept
them! Put the stamps loose in the collec/on jar. We at Outreach and Service are
collec/ng them to donate to the *Friends of the Homeless of the South Shore. They
in turn will redeem them and donate the food storage containers to folks and families struggling to seJle into a new home. Shaws will be giving out stamps now
through December 13. Your contribu/on, however small, adds up to help those in need!
* Friends of the Homeless of the South Shore is dedicated to helping homeless families by providing food, clothing, furniture, shelter, and advocacy. Their goal is to build stronger parents, children and families; to secure educa/on and employ-

SAVE THE DATE
2019 Waugh-Outreach Food Packaging Event
January 13, 2019
Dear Family and Friends,
We are excited to be partnering with Outreach once again to package dried, nonperishable meals to
be distributed to the food insecure in our community. Many of you have joined us for prior events
and know many hands make light work! We need your help in making this event a success! There are
two important ways to help: Donate and Volunteer!

DONATE
We are raising the money to purchase the dried food product. Just $1 feeds a family of four. Click on the following link to donate and help us reach our goal of $12,500 (50,000 meals)! hJp://raz.mobi/C1394.2019WaughOutreachFoodPackagingEvent

VOLUNTEER
This is a wonderful community-building, family fun (children 6 and up welcome!), feel-good event! Be on the look-out for a
SignUpGenius form to volunteer on January 13. We hope you can join us!
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
WHITE GIFT CHRISTMAS
Yes, it does seem early to be thinking of Christmas, but it’s only eight weeks away! We will
be seXng up our “Giving Tree” with suggested gi> ideas on November 18. These gi>s will
be distributed by the Hanover VNA to local families this Christmas. GiCs will be delivered
to the VNA on December 9. Suggested items are: School aged children’s toys and games,
children’s outerwear/jackets (Please, NO hats or miJens), Boston sports team gear - Balls,
team hats, team shirts, Gi> cards - Walmart, Target, the cinema, etc. Also, if your gi> requires baJeries, please include baJeries.
In 2017 the VNA, with your help, provided gi>s for 87 children. Thank you!
EASY WAY TO SUPPORT HEIFER AND SHRINERS
A huge thank you to the folks who le> three large bags of ﬂip tops! They will be included
with our bags which will be sent over to the Masons for distribu/on to the Shriners. As the
holidays are fast approaching, remember Heifer as we collect not only soda/water cans and/
or boJles but also the ﬂip tops from many canned fruits and vegetables. Our container is s/ll
located in Riley Hall to the le> of the doors and it has a HEIFER marking the box.

EAT AT BERTUCCII’S AND DONATE TO THE ORGAN FUND
Invita/on: Good Food for the Organ Fundraiser.
Loca/on: Bertucci’s at Derby Street Shops in Hingham
Date: November 15, all day
Condi/on: Anyone holding a Bertucci’s ﬂyer can par/cipate - family, friends, etc.
Funds: 15-25% of your tab (not including alcohol) may be donated to the church.

NEW MAPLE TREES TO BE PLANTED ON OUR CHURCH CAMPUS
“A person of faith is like a tree ﬁrmly planted which produces in its season, and
its leaves do not wither but prosper.”
- Psalm 1:1 In 2013 the Flower CommiJee voted to plant trees in front of the Riley Hall
parking lot in recogni/on of six dona/ons that were designated for plants or
trees. Now that the town has completed the sidewalk, and a>er researching
and receiving es/mates from landscapers, the Flower CommiJee is excited to
be able to complete the tree plan/ng project. The donors to be honored are
the Hopgood Family, the Ladies Aid Society, the Middler Felllowship Group, the
Rinear Family, the Sanders Family, and Morton Lord. Hardy sugar maple trees
will soon be planted to beau/fy our church campus.

WHAT IS THE HEALTH OF YOUR PLEDGED OFFERING
As we head into the ﬁnal quarter of 2018, please consider your October, November and
December giving and help keep FCC Hanover on track. Pledging is the backbone of our ﬁnancial planning and gives the church conﬁdence to implement all its programming, outreach and
maintenance. Thank you for your con/nued Stewardship!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND Y OUTH FELLOWSHIP
WAYS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN TO SHARE IN THE LOVE OF GOD
We need more teachers! Are YOU called to share your skills and talents with the children of our church? We are always looking for more children to join the Junior
Choir. If your children love to sing, please contact Stephen Con/ at (617) 413-5886 or
steve@fcchanover.org. Thanks!
We had our ﬁrst Friday Night Sunday School on October 5 and it was a success, with 17 children and lots of par/cipa/on
from fellowship and parents. We enjoyed dinner, a mission cra> for the blood drive, outdoor games, a Bible lesson, singing and dancing to VBS music videos and a lesson on the "Joys and Concerns" segment of church.
Our next “Friday Night Sunday School” will be held on Friday, November 2 from 5:30-7:00 pm in Riley Hall. What’s in
store: a mission cra>, faith message, dinner, music, dancing and more! Tell a friend or neighbor!

NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM
Friday, November 30, 5:00-7:30pm in Riley Hall
What’s in store: a journey through the Christmas Story. The children will make their
way through fun interac/ve sta/ons that retell the story of Jesus’ birth. Dinner will
be served. This is a free event. Tell a friend or neighbor!

SUNDAY SCHOOLCALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER
nd

2
“Friday Night” Sunday School
4th
Communion Sunday, Kids in Church, No Sunday School
11th
Sunday School, Junior Choir Rehearsal
th
18
Sunday School, Junior Choir Performance
25th
Family Sunday, No Sunday School (Thanksgiving Weekend)
30th
“Friday Night” Sunday School, Night in Bethlehem
Christmas Pageant rehearsals start December 2. Pease plan to have your children a0end Sunday School - thanks!

YOUTH GROUP HIGHLIGHTS FROM OCTOBER
Youth Fellowship led ac/vi/es at the First “Friday
Night Sunday School”, began preparing Care Packages to be sent college students as a reminder
that they are s/ll very much a part of our church
family even though they may be many miles away.
We held a very successful blood drive to beneﬁt
pa/ents at Dana Farber Cancer Ins/tute and
Brigham & Women’s Hospital! Each donor received a special thank you “gi> from the heart”
made by our Sunday school students. We were
blessed with beau/ful weather and are grateful to
all those that gave! Thank you to the many donors
who took /me to give this precious gi>. Your support not only makes a diﬀerence in the lives of the
pa/ents who will receive your dona/on, but is also
an inspira/on to our youth!
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
Senior and Junior High Fellowship will meet jointly for most events. Membership is open to youth in grades 6 through 12. All
are welcome! AJend mee/ngs as you can, and bring a kind heart, an open mind and, of course, your ideas! If you have any
ques/ons, or would like to know more about Youth Fellowship, please email Carol Gillis at youthgroup@fcchanover.org.

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Please mark your calendars for the following Youth Group mee/ngs and events! More informa/on will be made available
as the dates approach. If you have any ques/ons, please feel free to contact our Director of Youth Ministries, Carol Gillis
youthgroup@fcchanover.org
Senior High & Junior High Fellowship – Joint Meetings
Nov 2 - Friday

5 to 7:30pm – Riley Hall

Friday Night Sunday
School

Nov 3 - Saturday

9 am to 2pm - Riley Hall

Church Fair

Nov 4 - Sunday

1 to 2:45pm – Service
2:45 to 6pm – Service

Mainspring House

Nov 17 - Saturday

9 am to 1pm – Service

CarePacks –
Weymouth

Nov 30 - Friday

5 to 7:30pm - Riley Hall

A Night in Bethlehem

Dec 2 - Sunday

1 to 3:30 – Service

Colony Center Abington

Dec 16 - Sunday

Lead activities at Friday Night Sunday School

Youth Activity room (10am to noon) &
Church Fair service
We will be making desserts (1 to 2:45) then
serving dinner at Mainspring House in Brockton (2:45 to 6pm)
Sign up for one or both!
Packing boxes for shipment to deployed
troops.
Lead activities at A Night in Bethlehem (VBS
type event)
Decorating the Christmas Tree with the residents!

Fellowship Christmas Blanket Yankee Swap- $15 limit
Gathering
Lunch will be served
Subject to change, for up to date info please check your email and the Sunday bulletin.
Noon to 2pm

CONFIRMATION CLASS HAS FIRST GATHERING
Several parents and youth gathered for the ﬁrst conﬁrma/on class on October 28 where they learned the
importance of apprecia/ng God's crea/ve order. Jack Shea shared an inspiring presenta/on which included pictures of beau/ful places he had visited throughout the world and the importance of being stewards
of God's crea/on. One parent sent an email to Rev. Eric a>er the class and wrote, "Just reaching out to
tell you that I’m really excited for this class this year. Being a teen boy, my son spends a lot of /me with
his friends. I’m thankful to be able to share this experience with him as he starts his journey in spiritual
adulthood. I look forward to /me spent together worshiping and learning." Our seven Conﬁrmands are
Dean Blanton, Alizay Fiske, Callia Gilligan, Vinny Hoiberg, Luke Hoyes, Abby Jones, and Sydney Killham.
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PEOPLE NEWS
•
•

•
•

Joel Barre has been appointed the vice-principal of Hanover Middle School.
Skip Wilson had a watercolor exhibit at the Hanover Public Library. He followed his dream of becoming a watercolor
ar/st a>er his re/rement from teaching. He began by taking lessons from the late Shirley Adams, who was a member of
FCC Hanover. Skip's subjects are varied, but he par/cularly enjoys pain/ng scenes of lakes, mountains, and woods.
Bob Sigsby has published a new book en/tled, With Which the Waters Swarm.
Jamaal Thompson started a new posi/on as Director of Field Sales for Panorama Educa/on.

We extend our sympathy to Tina Donovan in the passing of her sister,
Ellen Anne (Johnson) Gustafson on October 20, 2018 at age 53.

TRIBUTE TO THREE MEMBERS WHO PASSED
While Rev. Eric was on sabba/cal three members passed. He wanted to share a tribute of these three members.
When I think of Irene Jeﬀerson I think of the scripture from 1 Thessalonians 5:16 which states, "Rejoice always, pray con/nually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." Irene was a person who rejoiced in the
gi> of life and brought joy to others in so many ways. Every /me I had the opportunity to visit her she greeted me and the
deacon that accompanied me with her beau/ful smile and inspiring posi/ve spirit. She always asked about the church and
what good things were happening there. She always asked for a prayer and reached her hand out to pray with us. Even
when her memory began to fade she was able to recite perfectly the Lord's Prayer. She was one of the most gracious people I have ever known and truly gave thanks in all circumstances. In our prayers she always thanked God for our visit, for
the church, for her son and daughter and their love, and for the opportunity to live the last part of her earthly journey in
such a beau/ful assisted living residence with caring staﬀ. Thank you, Irene, for teaching us all what it means to embody
this scripture from 1 Thessalonians and how we are all called to be people of joy, prayer and gra/tude.
Bob Smith truly embodied the scripture from Colossians 3:23, "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for God." Bob put his heart and soul into everything he did. He served his country in the Marines with tremendous dedica/on. He served thousands of children over this long career as a teacher making science come alive in new ways to middle
school students. He was a devoted member of the Merriweds Adult Church Fellowship Group and will always be remembered for the crea/ve ac/vi/es he organized for the group. When people visited him at the nursing home he made sure at
the end of the visit to walk the person out and give them a hug goodbye. We will miss his crea/ve, enthusias/c, and joyful
spirit.
Any/me a person from the church visited Ginny Goddard at the assisted living facility in Buzzards Bay she always wanted to
know what was new at the church. She appreciated everything the church did for her and looked forward to geXng a poinseXa at Christmas and a lily at Easter. Ginny was proud that she had lived for more than nine decades and contributed her
long life to a posi/ve aXtude, a grateful spirit, her faith and love of the church community, and being a regular exerciser.

Irene Jeﬀerson
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Robert Smith

Virginia Goddard

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
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First Congregational Church of
Hanover, Ucc
Where God is still speaking
17 SILVER ST Suite 201
HANOVER MA 02339
Church Oﬃce: 781-826-4762
oﬃce@fcchanover.org
www.fcchanover.org
facebook.com/FirstCongrega/onalChurchHanover
Church Oﬃce Hours: Monday -Thursday, 8:30-2:30 PM
Informa/on for monthly Spire is sent to Susan
VeJerlein at oﬃce@fcchanover.org
Informa/on for the Sunday Bulle/n or Sunday PowerPoint
is sent to oﬃce@fcchanover.org
Any other oﬃce correspondences can be sent to Susan
VeJerlein at oﬃce@fcchanover.org or Susan can also
forward any informa/on to all staﬀ.

PHOTO HIGHTLIGHTS OF THE MERRIWEDS FIRST FALL GATHERING
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